
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 

March 23, 2022 

 

 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met via Zoom on 

March 23, 2022. Prior to the start of the meeting, Bishop Bascom led the council in the 

Daughters of the King Litany for Ukraine with additional prayers from Council.  

 

Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop and Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.   

 

Members of the Council of Trustees present were: 

 

 Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 

 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

Mr. Todd Allison 

Deacon Jim Cummins 

The Rev. Greg Doll 

Ms. Elizabeth Fitz Gibbon 

Mr. Larry Hannan 

The Rev. Marc McDonald 

Mr. Mike Morrow 

The Rev. Doreen Rice 

Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

Mr. Richard Wilson 

 

Members of the Council of Trustees absent: 

The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 

Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

 

Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  

 Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 

 Mr. Frank Taylor, Chancellor 

 

Also present were: 

The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner  

Mr. Jay Currie, Comptroller 

Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 

Archdeacon Monte Giddings 

 Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communication Ministries 

            The Rev. Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy Care 

  

 

  Bishop Bascom presented the February 16, 2022 meeting minutes. A motion to approve the 

minutes with correction was made by Mr. Wilson, duly seconded by Mother Rohleder and 

approved unanimously.  
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  Mr. Currie reported that there is not much to see with just two months of the year past. It looks 

like we are $90,000 short but there are expenses that will not occur for the rest of the year 

including HSA accounts and audit. The diocese has not had to take a draw on the endowment. 

Mr. Currie is watching the apportionment and keeping an eye on any problems with 

apportionment payment so the diocese does not get into too deep of a hole. 

   

  Mr. Currie then reported on the Bethany House & Garden Fund. The diocese is at a good place 

with the pledge payments. Some construction payments have been made.  

 

  Mr. Morrow asked about the apportionment number for St. Andrew’s, Emporia. Mr. Currie 

noted this was a typo and he will fix it. 

 

  Mother Rohleder asked since we have not started the garden construction yet, how long will 

this construction take once it is started. Bishop Bascom responded that all permits are in hand 

except for one from the city about storm water. This is not a huge building project. Our hope is 

to have a ribbon cutting at Diocesan Convention and there may be some construction after that 

but most likely completed by Fall 2022. Bishop Bascom would like to hire the Lead Gardner 

while the garden is going in so that no plants are lost in this first season.  

 

Mr. Geary provided the Finance Committee Report. Highlights included: 

 

• The Finance Committee has received the initial documents from St. James for the 

Apportionment Appeal process and so the process has begun. The hope is to bring 

that before the Council at the April 2022 meeting. 

• The diocese received the first installment of the Walsh Estate monies, $350,000. The 

rest of it will come later in 2022. 

• There are a lot of parochial reports turned into Jay from the parishes to help begin the 

2023 budget process. There are still seven parochial reports missing for this year. 

• Signed a contract with Marr & Company, P.C., for another year. 

• The Finance Committee will meet in a special meeting with the bishop to go over 

spending. 

 

   Bishop Bascom then reported on a new scholarship the bishop is hoping to offer called the 

Bishop’s Freshman Bridge Scholarship. This scholarship would strengthen the bridge from 

active youth in our diocese to college ministry. The scholarship would be offered for freshman 

only and only to children of clergy, Council of Trustees members and officers. The scholarship 

would help bridge them into ministry. Mr. Currie said this would come from the Sherman 

Episcopal Fund. The bishop is still working with staff on it but would like to start this discussion 

now. Mother Rice asked if this scholarship was only for students attending a Kansas university. 

The bishop answered in the affirmative. Mother Rohleder asked for a fuller process outlined for 

qualification before offering this scholarship so that all are able to apply. Mother Rice asked that 

we not disqualify active youth who decide to go to a college outside of the diocese. Bishop 

Bascom asked for Mother Rohleder, Mother Rice and Mr. Geary to meet to go over these 

parameters and be part of the conversation. Bishop Bascom said she could have supported this 

through her discretionary fund but wanted it to be part of a strengthening of the campus 

ministries in the diocese. Mr. Geary said the Finance Committee had a lot of these same concerns 

about this scholarship within their meeting as far as qualifications, parameters and process. 

Mother Rohleder agreed it is the bishop’s prerogative to offer support from her discretionary 

fund but that it becomes something different when the scholarship has a name and requirements. 
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Bishop Bascom reiterated her desire to strengthen the campus ministries within the diocese with 

this kind of named support. She called on Mr. Chad Senuta to offer more insight to what was 

discussed about the diocesan policy around freshmen not living in the houses. Mr. Senuta said 

that he spoke with campus ministry leaders and diocesan leaders about the policy and why it was 

put in place. Freshmen need more support than the program assistants and older peer ministers 

can offer. 

 

   Mrs. Debbie Kremers, Diocesan Transitions Missioner, gave her report on current transitions in 

the diocese. Highlights included: 

• St. Paul’s, Kansas City: The second push for a hire is out and being pursued. 

• Grace, Ottawa: Search Committee has been identified and is processing the returns from 

the congregational survey in order to begin profile development. The Rev. Mary Donovan, 

The Rev. Avelino Baguyos and the Free Saints Minster are providing pastoral/sacramental 

support. 

• St. Matthew’s, Newton: Mrs. Kremers is working with the vestry and Fr. Richard Osborne 

on a part-time interim LOA. Newton is also collecting and reviewing past search profiles 

and looking at profile examples from other parishes. Fr. Marc McDonald, Minster 

Shepherd, served at St. Matthew’s on Sunday, March 20 with Canon Patrick backing him 

up at St. Andrew’s. 

• Epiphany, Sedan: Canon Funston met with the senior warden and a vestry member on Ash 

Wednesday (March 2). Canon and vestry will be working together on a multi-month plan 

of reflection and education before Mrs. Kremers goes in in the early fall to begin a search 

process in earnest. Epiphany is very happy in the South Central Minster and is feeling well-

supported. 

New Ordinands’ First Year of Ministry ends June 30: 

• Deacon Carl Edwards: Bishop will be talking to Carl about his placements. 

• Father Shawn Sherraden: The Covenant, Junction City portion of his placement will end 

at Easter. Debbie will be in contact to update his LOA to formalize a vicar appointment 

in Abilene. 

• Father Ryan Willis: Bishop met with Ryan and vestry at her visitation on March 13. Once 

they have a chance to touch base with the bishop, Debbie or Patrick will be following up 

the visit with conversations to update Ryan’s LOA to formalize his vicar appointment. 

Bishop Bascom added that he has been helping with St. Mary’s, Galena and that he may 

help once a month with them in his new LOA. 

• Mother Karen Schlabach: Formal placement at St. Aidan’s ends this summer. Will 

transition into diocesan supply support role while continuing her pastoral and sacramental 

leadership with youth, young adults and their adult leaders. No LOA update needed. 

    

  Father McDonald asked about Anastasia Cunningham announcing her resignation as Program 

Assistant for the Canterbury House at K-State and if she will finish out the semester and how 

will her position be replaced. Mr. Senuta said that she would finish the semester and they have 

posted the position and have a few interests. 

  Before Mrs. Kremers left, Bishop Bascom noted that with the Rev. Sid Breese and the Rev. 

Mary Schrom Breese moving out of the diocese the Council is coming to a time where the 

Southeast Convocation will be a focus for missional work because we will have a lot of parishes 

moving to transition there.  

 

  Mother Rohleder then presented a request for consent to an episcopal election: 
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• Mr. Wilson moved, seconded by Mr. Morrow, that the Council of Trustees, acting as the 

Standing Committee of the Diocese, consent to the election of the Rev. Jos Tharakan as 

the Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Idaho. The motion carried unanimously. 

 

   

  Mother Rohleder continued with the report from the Minster and Convocation Structure 

Listening Process. There was a hold on their work while Mother Rohleder had Covid. There will 

be a fuller report at the April 20, 2022 meeting. Mother Rice complimented Dr. Fitz Gibbon on 

her work and enjoyed the conversation with her about this process. Bishop Bascom said she had 

a line of people at House of Bishops asking her about our minster structure. 

 

  The Council recessed for a short break, reconvening at 11:11am. 

 

  Archdeacon Monte Giddings joined the Council Meeting to lead them through their SWOT-D 

and Goals discussion. He walked the council through some examples of goal making. There was 

discussion about goals and then more specific outcomes from these goals. Mother Rohleder would 

like to have something by May about where we are going with these goals and have some feedback 

from the wider diocese. Perhaps in the survey going out to the diocese from the Minster and 

Convocation Structure Listening process. She also said it is difficult to have these conversations 

on Zoom. Dr. Fitz Gibbon suggested that we split into sub-groups since having this conversation 

in a bigger group is difficult to hear from everyone. It was decided to split the council into the 

three sub-groups after the lunch break and start the conversation around the three convergences on 

Evangelism, Diversity and Congregational Vitality.  

 

  Canon Lisa Senuta and Archdeacon Monte Giddings led the council in Noonday Prayer from 

Prayers for All Seasons by Church Publishing. Recess for lunch followed, resuming at 12:45 

p.m. 

 

  Council began the afternoon session by hearing from Mother Rohleder about the three groups 

meeting around evangelism, diversity and congregational vitality between this March 2022 

meeting and the April 2022 meeting. Council members self-selected which group they wanted to 

join and were asked to invite a couple people from outside the Trustees to be part of their groups, 

drawing from diocesan task forces that have similar interests. Each group is asked to meet once 

before the April 20 Council meeting and to brainstorm ideas for their work. No final product is 

requested yet. 

 

 

Bishop and Chair, Cathleen Chittenden-Bascom presented her report. Highlights included: 

• Prayers for Ukraine and to look for communication from Episcopal Migration Ministries 

and Episcopal Relief and Development on ways to help during this time of war. Checks 

for the Bishop Discretionary Fund with “Ukraine” in the memo line can be used to 

support the Bishop of Europe’s refugee work. 

• Bishop’s visitations continue with the Psalm 23 theme around: Revives My Soul – 

keeping vital congregations in place, Green Pastures – crucial nature-based solutions for 

water, climate sequestration, sustainable agriculture, Still Waters – deep need for Christ’s 

love as people are paralyzed, polarized and anxious. 

• Bishop continues to be committed to leading the diocese into a shared mission, vision and 

direction through the Listening Process with the Convocation and Minsters, goal setting, 

study of past racial injustice and continued work with the Bethany Garden project. 
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• Daryl Stanford’s placement after ordination will be in the Light Emitting Disciples 

Minster and those leaders will be forming what that work will look like in the next 

month. 

• Met with the bishops and leaders of the Bishop Kemper School for Ministry in a meeting 

in Omaha, Nebraska about possibly expanding to the dioceses of Iowa and Missouri, 

needs for training in the field for both school and placements as well as other geographic 

sites and cohorts. 

• Bishop took some time to celebrate some successes with St. Stephen’s; St. John’s, 

Wichita; St. Paul’s, Kansas City. 

• Fruitful conversation with the Bishop of Oklahoma about how Oklahoma churches along 

the border might collaborate and join together in minster structure.  

• Working with the staff on possible coaches to help the staff work collaboratively. 

• Update on the World Resources Institute help with nature-based solutions here in the 

Diocese of Kansas.  

 

  Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communications ministries gave his report. 

Highlights included: 

• Alternative Spring Break happened March 12-13. Seven students built raised beds for the 

Bethany House & Garden.  

• Continue to search for Program Assistants for both Canterbury houses. 

• Meeting regularly with Father Dillon Green in Wichita and the young adult ministry in 

that area. 

• Canterbury House of Lawrence working on a landscaping plan to help with the outside 

appeal of that ministry. 

 

 

  The Meeting was adjourned at 1:28 p.m. 

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Ms. Michael Knoll Funston 

        Acting Secretary 

 

Meeting Dates for 2022: 

April 20, 2022 - Zoom 

May 10 & 11, 2022 – In-person overnight retreat at Upton Hall, Topeka 

June 15, 2022 - Zoom 

July 2022 – No Meeting 

August 17, 2022 - Zoom 

September 14, 2022 – Zoom 

October 21 – 22, 2022 – Diocesan Convention 


