
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 

February 16, 2022 

 

 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met at Bishop Kemper 

School for Ministry, Upton Hall and via Zoom on February 16, 2022. Prior to the start of the 

meeting, Bishop Bascom led the council in a moment of silence before closing the time with a 

prayer.  

 

Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop and Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m.   

 

Members of the Council of Trustees present were: 

 

 Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 

 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

Deacon Jim Cummins 

The Rev. Greg Doll 

Ms. Elizabeth Fitz Gibbon 

Mr. Larry Hannan 

Mr. Mike Morrow 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

Mr. Richard Wilson 

 

Members of the Council of Trustees on Zoom: 

Mr. Todd Allison 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 

The Rev. Marc McDonald 

The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 

Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 

Members of the Council of Trustees absent: 

The Rev. Doreen Rice 

 

Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  

 Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 

 Mr. Frank Taylor, Chancellor via Zoom 

 

Also present were: 

The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner via Zoom 

Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 

The Rev. Canon Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 

The Rev. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner 

 Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communication Ministries 
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  Bishop Bascom presented the January 19, 2022 meeting minutes. A motion to approve the 

minutes with correction was made by Mr. Wilson, duly seconded by Mr. Morrow and approved 

unanimously.  

 

  Mr. Geary provided the Treasurer’s and Finance Committee Reports in Comptroller Mr. Jay 

Currie’s absence. Highlights included: 

 

• 2022 Apportionments: some have been paid in advance 

• Good Shepherd was the only parish in 2021 that did not pay its full apportionment. 

Mr. Currie expects they will pay in full in 2022. 

• Mr. Morrow asked for clarification on a large past due variance for St. Andrew’s, 

Emporia. Mr. Geary made a note to ask Mr. Currie about this. Father McDonald 

suggested that it might be related to a discrepancy in the parish’s July 2021 payment. 

 

   Mr. Geary reported that the Finance Committee received the 2020 audit report from Marr and 

Company. He drew the Council’s attention to the formal communication letter from the auditor 

and reviewed it with the group. 

• Allowance for doubtful accounts is always an estimate and that it was, in fact, fair. 

• Estimates on depreciable assets were also in good condition. 

• The auditors encountered no difficulties in dealing with management. 

• There were some misstatements but those were communicated and corrected: 

o Paycheck Protection Program loans needed some reclassification 

o The shared equity with Bishop Bascom’s house was not recognized as a capital 

asset. 

o Accounts payable balances needed adjustment. 

o There were shares of BP stock that were still technically owned by a parish. 

While there were no major deficiencies in internal control, the auditors did suggest that diocesan 

staff not share individual log-in information for the accounting software. 

 

  Mr. Geary concluded his report by mentioning that, as the diocese did change auditing firms, 

there was a learning curve; Mr. Currie did a great job of walking through the accounts. The firm 

apologized for the longer than usual time to prepare its report. At the March meeting, the Finance 

Committee will provide the Trustees with a letter affirming a continued relationship with this 

new auditing firm. 

 

Mother Rohleder asked about process and if we should expect the audit report earlier next year. 

Mr. Geary said that we should be getting our 2021 results earlier.  

 

  Deacon Jim Cummins moved to receive the 2020 Audit. The motion was duly seconded by 

Mother Rohleder and approved unanimously by the Council. 

 

  Mr. Geary informed the Council that the Finance Committee is expecting one apportionment 

appeal from St. James’, Wichita. Canon Funston has communicated with parish leadership and 

gave them an extension to the end of February 2022 to file the appeal. 
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  Mr. Geary reported that the Finance Committee continues to review in detail diocesan funds 

and the purposes of each. Bishop Bascom explained there are two motivating factors for studying 

these funds: 

1. To develop a broader understanding of their purposes and use 

2. To assure the knowledge and continuity of donors’ wishes 

  In the first case, Mr. Currie, possesses much understanding of the background of current funds; 

more people need to share that knowledge.  

  In the second case, Bishop Bascom asked Mr. Jim Beck, Diocesan Historiographer, to research 

the funds. He has done much of this work and shared a “lineage of funds” tracing how funds 

have been consolidated over time. Bishop Bascom shared that some of the most 

interesting/troubling findings relate to the intentions for the early funding of what became the 

Millspaugh-Wise Fund. She directed the Council’s attention to Mr. Beck’s letter. Mrs. Thomas 

H. Vail, wife of Bishop Thomas Hubbard Vail, left a bequest to support ministry to “colored 

people.” Another donor contributed funds for a mission church. It appears these monies were 

combined and later the joint fund included ministry to “white people.” Bishop Bascom is curious 

about money earned from the sale of the churches serving Black Episcopalians when the diocese 

integrated. She believes this fund could honor the intention of both Mrs. Vail and the money 

from selling these churches by supporting racial justice work in the diocese. This work will 

continue to guide the Finance Committee throughout the year. 

 

  Bishop Bascom explained the difference between permanently restricted and temporarily 

restricted funds. It is important that funds are used as established. This is the first example of 

what we are looking at with the diocesan funds. 

 

  Mr. Hannan asked if this research is going to turn into an abstract that is codified and 

understood for its process.  Mr. Geary responded in the affirmative that there would be 

recordings of these funds in addition to written explanations. Bishop Bascom reminded the 

Council that Mr. Currie has descriptions of each of these funds that he shares annually with the 

Trustees. 

 

  Mother Rohleder asked if there would be summaries of these funds, their potential growth, and 

how they may be used in diocesan ministries. Mr. Geary answered affirmatively. 

 

  Mr. Morrow pointed out on the second page of Mr. Beck’s letter the sale of St. Simon’s was 

$32,000 but that does not necessarily reflect what those numbers are in 2022. Bishop Bascom did 

note Mr. Currie will share these numbers more thoroughly at the next Council meeting. The 

funds in question are reported as $337,000 temporarily restricted and $167,000 in the corpus. 

 

  Father O’Connor asked if there is a hope to bring in the Task Force on Justice and Racial 

Reconciliation to look at these funds as well and be helpful in that work. Bishop Bascom said 

there are plans to bring in former parishioners of St. Simon’s as well. 

 

  She also noted under Bishop Fenner, a number of funds with a missional character were merged 

into the Millspaugh-Wise Fund. Funds meant for the episcopate were subsumed into the Bishop 

Vail Fund. 

 

  Mr. Morrow complimented the Finance Committee and Mr. Beck on their work and research. 

 

  Mother Rohleder then presented a request for consent to an episcopal election: 
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• Mr. Morrow moved, seconded by Mr. Wilson, that the Council of Trustees, acting as the 

Standing Committee of the Diocese, consent to the election of the Very Rev. Brian K. 

Burgess as the Bishop Diocesan of the Diocese of Springfield. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

  Bishop Bascom complimented the subcommittee for Minster and Convocation Listening on 

their work. Ms. Fitz Gibbon distributed her report from the Minster Shepherds and three of the 

four convocations. This report was for the Council only and is confidential for the time being. 

The March meeting will include the Northeast Convocation listening session as well. The final 

report will not be available for some time. Mother Rohleder offered her thanks for all who have 

participated as listeners and scribes in this process. 

 

   Mother Allen then offered her Diocesan Missioner report. Highlights included: 

• Community Building around Bethany House and Garden with a reading program 

partnership between local churches and Meadows Elementary School. 

• She has attended Historic Old Town Neighborhood Improvement Association meetings 

and meetings with partner organizations officing in Bethany House. 

• Growing New Episcopal Community with Grace Bags and Bible Study with three to five 

attendees.  

• Wednesday afternoon prayers on hold as garden construction begins. 

• Grant writing. 

• Posting of job descriptions for a Gardener and Sustainability Coordinator and Interns.  

• Garden Construction will begin with groundbreaking in early March dependent on the 

weather and permit process. 

• She will receive free seeds and potato/onion sets from Topeka Common Ground. 

 

  Bishop Bascom shared a flyer from the Rev. Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and 

Clergy Care, listing upcoming Spiritual Retreats. These have been posted on the diocesan 

website and in the bi-weekly DioLog e-newsletter. 

 

  Father Greg Doll led the council in Noonday Prayer honoring the Feast of Janani Luwum, 

Archbishop and Martyr, Uganda. Recess for lunch followed. Due to internet issues the meeting 

took a break and relocated to Upton Hall after the noon lunch break, resuming at 12:40 p.m. 

 

  Council began the afternoon session by reviewing the SWOT-D responses and looking for 

convergences, goals and objectives from previous Council discussions.   

 

  Convergences  

• Youth, young adult, aging population, LGBTQIA+, creation care, evangelism and fewer 

in church (Hannan, McDonald) 

• Lack of diversity, culture of inclusion, justice ministries and racism, demographic shifts 

(Hannan, Cummins) 

o Goal: Increase intercultural competencies in every parish 

• Financial stress, financial issues, fewer people giving (Fitz Gibbon) 

o Goal: Diocese develop resources for stewardship/annual planned giving 

• Congregational vitality, Evangelism, Gifted Clergy, slow to change, clergy shortage, 

BKSM, LGBTQ+ (Bascom, Rohleder) 

o Goal: Fix and re-introduce minster 
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• Accessibility to Bishop, professional diocesan staff, exhausted clergy, lack of focus 

(Waddell-Gilbert, Rohleder) 

• Communication, marketing, enhance our youth, young adult ministry, mission (Waddell-

Gilbert) 

 

  Bishop Bascom asked the Council to identify goals from these convergences. She asked the 

Council to take the first two convergences listed above and develop goals by the next Council 

meeting. Deacon Cummins noted that an organization does not want too many goals, at the most 

five with one or two as the main focus. 

 

  Canon to the Ordinary, Patrick Funston, gave his report. Highlights included: 

• St. Paul’s, Kansas City – still looking for a Spanish-speaking priest 

• Grace, Ottawa – Mrs. Debbie Kremers is working with the parish as the process of 

calling a new priest begins. 

• St. Matthew’s, Newton – Father Les Jackson resigned in the middle of January. Bishop, 

Canon Funston and Mrs. Kremers have been in communication with the senior warden 

and Deacon Barbara Gibson. Bishop had a meeting with a potential part-time interim 

candidate. The search process will begin in late spring and Minster Shepherd, Father 

Marc McDonald, is assisting with supply. 

• Epiphany, Sedan – Bishop and Canon will be working with the parish for a period before 

a search process can begin. Pastoral and sacramental support is being handled by the 

South Central Kansas Minster (Mother Kitty Shield, Shepherd). 

o Bishop Bascom provided further information on Epiphany. Mother Schrom 

Breese will continue as the Southeast Council Clergy member as long as she is in 

the Southeast.  

• New Ordinands’ initial placements coming to an end: 

o Deacon Carl Edwards, will speak with the bishop soon about his placement after 

his time with St. David’s and Bethany House & Gardens. 

o Father Shawn Sherraden, the Church of the Covenant portion of his placement 

will end at Easter. Mrs. Kremers will be in contact to formalize a Vicar placement 

in St. John’s, Abilene. 

o Father Ryan Willis has been at Pittsburg, Galena and Parsons and is working with 

St. Peter’s Vestry about the shape of his vicarate this summer. 

o Mother Karen Schlabach has been at St. Aidan’s, Olathe and this placement will 

end in June 2022. Her pastoral and sacramental leadership will continue with 

youth and young adults. Her Sunday role will largely move to diocesan support of 

parishes and clergy through travel and supply. 

• June 2022 Ordinands 

Daryl Stanford’s GOE results will be received by March 1 and discussion about 

his placement will take place shortly. 

• Chief Administrative Counselor to the Bishop: 

Difficult resignations in January 

Diocesan Leadership Initiative 

Ordination Process Administration with Mrs. Michele Moss 

Minster and Convocation Listening Process 

• Shares Clergy and Parish Support with the Bishop 

Supplying around the Diocese. 

Clergy Zooms and New Clergy Orientation with Canon Senuta. 
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Bishop and Chair, Cathleen Chittenden-Bascom presented her report. Highlights included: 

• Epiphany, Sedan update with Canon Funston’s report 

• Bethany House & Garden Update – contract includes the space in front of Upton Hall. 

• Garden and Sustainability Coordinator job description is being publicized 

• Missioner Allen has submitted a UTO grant application that would help with the Garden 

Maintenance and Ministry Fund 

• Building updates for the Bethany House - Topeka Doula Project continues to be a 

partner. 

• Diversity proposals funded from Millspaugh-Wise Fund 

o St. Simon’s intern, will propose this at the next council meeting 

o Inter-cultural consultant, perhaps linked with St. Paul’s, Kansas City hire 

 

The Rev. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner, gave her report. Highlights 

included: 

• Youth work: Miqra, Music Weekend March 4-6, Happening April 8-10, Camp, June 5-11 

(32 campers, 17 staff signed up so far), scheduling youth group visits around the diocese, 

Safe Church updates, Youth Ministry Council work for General Convention, Youth 

Formation Officer search, attended the ELCA Youth Ministry network/conference. 

• Campus Ministry Work: attending weekly programs and working with Mr. Chad Senuta 

in the hiring of a new program assistant. 

• Communications Work: Spiritual Life website with blog, database research/selection, 

social media/communications workshops for diocese, “jobs” page on website, social 

media strategy development, clergy photo directory. 

 

Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communication Ministries, provided his report. 

Highlights included: 

• Attending Canterbury House programs weekly this semester, both are very healthy 

ministries. 

• Communications work: first Harvest issue came out. Work has begun on the next issue, 

which will be a digital issue. Please share information from around the diocese.  

 

  The Meeting was adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Ms. Michael Knoll Funston 

        Acting Secretary 

 

Meeting Dates for 2022: 

March 23, 2022 - Zoom 

April 20, 2022 - Zoom 

May 10 &11, 2022 – In-person overnight retreat 

June 15, 2022 - Zoom 

July 2022 – No Meeting 

August 17, 2022 - Zoom 

September 14, 2022 – Zoom 
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October 21 – 22, 2022 – Diocesan Convention 


