
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 

January 19, 2022 

 

 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met via Zoom on 

January 19, 2022. Prior to the start of the meeting, Bishop Bascom noted that with several 

members sick, quorum should be established. Mr. Morrow confirmed that there were enough 

council members present for a quorum. Bishop Bascom asked council members whom they 

knew in need of prayers for healing in this time and which parishes and leaders the council 

would like to remember in prayer. Bishop Bascom then led the council in opening prayers with 

those petitions in mind.  

 

Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop and Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:08 a.m.   

 

Members of the Council of Trustees present were: 

 

 Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 

 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

 Mr. Todd Allison 

The Rev. Greg Doll 

Ms. Elizabeth Fitz Gibbon 

Mr. Larry Hannan 

 The Rev. Marc McDonald 

Mr. Mike Morrow 

Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

Mr. Richard Wilson 

Deacon Jim Cummins 

 

Member of the Council of Trustees absent: 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 

The Rev. Doreen Rice 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 

 

Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  

Mr. Frank Taylor, Chancellor 

Mr. John Bullock, Vice Chancellor 

 

Also present were: 

 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 

 Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communication Ministries 

 Archdeacon Monte Giddings 
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  Council reviewed December 2021 meeting minutes. Mr. Hannan noted a date correction in the 

December minutes for the council meeting scheduled for May 10-11. Mthr. Rohleder pointed out 

that the December minutes incorrectly stated that Daryl Stanford was approved to be ordained a 

priest, when he was actually approved as a candidate for ordination. 

 

  Mthr. Rohleder moved to accept the Dec. 14 minutes with amendments. Motion was seconded 

and unanimously approved. 

 

  Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Jay Currie provided the Treasurer’s and Finance 

Committee Report. Highlights included: 

 

• Bethany House and Garden fund has taken in approx. $325,000 and outstanding 

pledges of approx. $150,000 for total of $475,000. 

• Income statement for temporary restricted funds. 

o Endowment performed well in 2021, 7.7 million, which is up $700,000 from 

last year 

• A few parishes paid their apportionment late for 2021 

o Only two parishes continue to be late for 2021 apportionment: Good Shepherd 

and St. Andrew’s - possibly missed a payment?? 

• Mr. Currie has reached out to parishes inviting them to communicate if they 

anticipate problems in paying apportionment in 2022.  

• Mr. Currie expressed thanks to parishes for their faithfulness to apportionment 

payments during the last two years, which has been an uncertain financial time for all. 

• Mr. Geary emphasized that the finance committee is here to support each parish and 

work together, noting importance of good communication. 

 

  Mr. Geary described the parochial report error reporting and appeal process, explaining that a 

few parishes have begun appeals. The process is new and is “case by case.” The committee will 

be learning as it works through the appeals.  

 

  Mthr. Rohleder asked about item #4 on the Appeal Process document and what would be the 

most appropriate and helpful deadline. Bishop Bascom asked for discussion and if the Trustees 

agree that this is an appropriate timeline. Council agreed by show of hands.  

 

  Mr. Morrow moved to approve the Error Reporting and Appeal process. The motion was duly 

seconded by Deacon Jim Cummins and approved unanimously by Council. 

 

  The meeting was turned over to Mthr. Rohleder, who presented regarding the consent for 

election of the Rev. Juan Carlos Quiñonez as Bishop in the Diocese of Ecuador Central. Council 

noticed that materials had not been received. The materials were to be resent with a vote 

following the break for lunch. 

 

  Mthr. Rohleder shared information regarding the sub committee for Minster and Convocation 

Listening, She thanked Ms Waddell-Gilbert and Ms. Fitz Gibbon for their involvement. Ms. Fitz 

Gibbon will begin conducting interviews with Minster Shepherds. Materials for convocation 

listening sessions will be forwarded to Council members soon. Deacon Cummins asked if clergy 

other than the Minster Shepherds will be included in interviews. Mthr. Rohleder explained that 

other clergy will be included with interview to occur after the initial interviews with Minster 

Shepherds. No further action is required by Council at this time.  
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  Bishop and Chair, Cathleen Chittenden-Bascom presented the Bishop’s report. Highlights 

included: 

 

• Bethany Gardens cost estimate is $448,016 and with $475,000 in donations and pledges. 

Groundbreaking is planned for March 1st, with ribbon cutting at diocesan convention in 

2022! 

• Covid guidelines  

o The Bishop would like to allow for more local parish autonomy, even with rising 

illness in the state. She explained that some parishes have lost members due to 

guidelines and believes that local clergy should have the ability to determine the 

best course of action for their congregations with strongly recommended 

guidelines from the diocese. Deacon Cummins expressed personal reservation, as 

did a few other council members, but Council offered unanimous support for the 

decision. 

• Psalm 23 

o The Bishop shared that she has felt moved by this passage of scripture and feels 

it is a wonderful lens for the year ahead in how the diocese cares for clergy and  

congregations, listens to leaders, cares for creation, and works for justice. 

• Clergy Zoom Calls 

o The Bishop will host two pastoral calls for the clergy of the diocese on Monday 

Jan. 24 to offer support for the ongoing challenges of the pandemic. 

• Kansas Interfaith Action 

o KIFA asked if the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas would be willing to become a 

strategic partner with the organization. 

o Bishop invited discussion, with Mthr. Rohleder leading the conversation. 

 

  Ms. Fitz Gibbon, Mr. Morrow, and Deacon Cummins stressed the importance of KIFA as an 

organization and how its objectives align with those of the diocese. Deacon Cummins moved 

that the diocese become a Strategic Partner with KIFA. Mr. Hannan duly seconded the motion, 

which passed unanimously.  

 

  Archdeacon Monte Giddings led conversation on Dreams as a follow up from the earlier 

SWOT-D analysis and discussion from the December 2021 Council meeting. (Full notes saved to 

separate document.) Highlights included: 

 

• Deacon Giddings asked council members to further discuss some of the dreams stated, 

such as “experimental congregations, financial health, a priest in every congregation, and 

inclusive orthodoxy.” 

 

  The Bishop requested a pause to the SWOT-D discussion to allow Mthr. Allen to give a 

preview of the gardnener position description for Bethany Gardens.  Mthr. Allen shared 

responsibilities for this new role. Position description will be finalized by the February 2022 

council meeting and with a goal to hire a gardener by May 2022. 

 

  Trustees entered Executive Session and the broke for lunch, with the meeting resuming at 1:22 

p.m. 
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  Archdeacon Monte Giddings continued the conversation about the SWOT-D analysis and 

described putting together a plan of action based on what has been learned from the SWOT-D 

analysis. Deacon Giddings shared five important questions to ask when putting together a plan of 

action: 

 

1. Do we have the time? 

2. Do we have the energy? 

3. Do we have the resources? 

4. Do we want to do it? (Do we have the institutional will?) 

5. Who is going to do it and how? 

 

  Deacon Giddings helped council apply the five questions to various dreams from the SWOT-D 

list and recommended choosing one dream that the council might work on for the coming year.  

 

  Mthr. Rohleder reminded group it is crucial to listen to God’s call and respond to where the 

Holy Spirit is leading. Fr. McDonald shared that the “lack of clarity of vision and purpose” 

seems like the main focus for the Trustees, since other endeavors should follow vision and 

purpose. 

 

  The Bishop explained that she would prefer Council address all the dreams, one at a time, at 

each Council meeting for the next several months. She wondered if dreams could be discussed in 

Executive Session and brought to Trustees at subsequent meetings. 

 

  Mr. Wilson recommended that it would be best to have as many council voices as possible 

involved with the SWOT-D discussions, especially with action plans to get ideas, and buy in.  

 

  The Bishop and Council members decided to continue discussion as entire group at the 

February 2022 meeting, with Trustees bringing their own ideas regarding alignment of diocesan 

strengths in light of identified weaknesses and opportunities. 

 

  The Meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Mr. Chad Senuta 

        Acting Secretary 

 

Meeting Dates for 2022: 

 

February 16, 2022 – In-person 

March 23, 2022 – Moved for House of Bishops 

April 20, 2022 

May 10&11, 2022 – In-person, moved for College for Bishops 

June 15, 2022 

July 2022 – No Meeting 

August 17, 2022 

September 14, 2022 – rescheduled from Sept. 21 because of House of Bishops 

October 21 – 22, 2022 – Diocesan Convention 


