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1. The deadline for filing complete appeals will be January 31 for errors made in Parochial Reports of the 
three previously filed years. No appeal will be considered after that date or for older errors except for 
unforeseen circumstances that might arise after the deadline. 

 
2. All appeals must include the following as attachments: 

 
a. A dated cover letter signed by the rector (vicar) and senior warden. 

i. Including a description and explanation of the error with the amount reported in error 
and the corrected amounts. 

b. Financial statements for the year in error, the previous year and any subsequent years: 
i. Profit and Loss 

ii. Year-End Balance Sheet 
iii. Parochial Report 
iv. Audit Reports completed pursuant to diocesan audit policy 

c. The congregation’s projected budget for the year in which the appeal is filed. 
d. Other data as considered relevant by the parish. 
e. Other information as requested by the Finance Committee. 

 
3. The Finance Committee will consider all appeals on a case-by-case basis subject to the following 

guidelines and those contained in canon: 
a. The Finance Committee will consider such appeals with the highest level of pastoral sensitivity, 

considering both the circumstances of the congregation and the needs of all the other 
congregations that make up the Diocese. 

 
We know that paper cannot tell your story completely. Our desire is to come to know you and 
your church better and to see how we, and the other 43 congregations of the Diocese of Kansas 
may best be of help. Therefore, it may be appropriate for the Finance Committee to meet with 
you personally. 

 
b. The principle governing all appeals is that any reduction in apportionment giving is in effect a 

subsidy of the congregation by the other congregations that make up the Diocese. Program and 
staff expenses will be carefully scrutinized using this principle. Budgets that contain 
discretionary spending will be carefully scrutinized. Pastoral concerns may also be addressed 
including the congregation’s stewardship program and process of Christian formation. 
 
In this light, approved remediation might be scheduled over more than one future year to 
reduce the burden on other congregations. 
 

 
4. The Finance Committee will notify the Council of Trustees of its recommendations on appeals by the 

Council’s May meeting of the year in which the appeal is filed. Such recommendations affecting the 
draft budget offered to the Council at that meeting and then communicated to parishes through 
convocation officers.  
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CANON IV.2 
Of Apportionments 

 
Sec. 1. The Convention of the Diocese of Kansas shall adopt an apportionment for each parish of the 

diocese for the amounts necessary to pay for the missionary work of the Church, and program of the diocese 
and the support of the Episcopate as determined by the Annual, or any Special, meeting of the Diocesan 
Convention. 

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of each parish to remit on the last day of each month to the 
Treasurer of the Diocese one-twelfth of the annual Diocesan Apportionment approved for that parish by the 
Diocesan Convention. A report shall be made to the Bishop by the 5th day of each month showing the amounts 
paid by each congregation toward its apportionment. The Bishop and Trustees may take such action as they 
deem appropriate concerning any congregation that fails to pay its apportionment regularly and on time. 

Sec. 3. 
 For purposes of this Canon, the following definitions shall apply: 

Normal Operating Income is that amount reported in “Box A” on the annual Parochial Report required by the 
General Canons of the Episcopal Church. There shall be excluded from Normal Operating Income payments to 
retire debt incurred to expand or update the facilities of a congregation. A congregation that wishes to have a 
debt so excluded from Normal Operating Income must submit its plans to its respective Convocation Board for 
recommendations to the Council of Trustees of the Diocese. 

Sec. 4. For the purposes of the Diocesan Apportionment: 
a. Each parish shall be assessed at (i) a base rate of 12% of the first $50,000, or fraction thereof, of its 

Normal Operating Income for its last year of record, (ii) a base rate of 15% of the next $50,000, or fraction 
thereof, of its Normal Operating Income for its last year of record, and (iii) a base rate of 18% of that portion of 
its Normal Operating Income for its last year of record which exceeds $100,000. 

b. The base rates as stated above in this section shall be increased or decreased by the same proportioned 
amounts expressed in percentage as may be necessary in order that the amounts assessed against all parishes 
be sufficient to fund the budget approved by the Diocesan Convention, provided that no parish shall be assessed 
an amount exceeding 20% of its Normal Operating Income for its last year of record. 

Sec. 5 Appeal due to reporting error 
If a reporting error is discovered that would change a parish’s previously reported Normal Operating 

Income, that parish has three years from the year of error to report the error to the Treasurer of the Diocese. 
The Treasurer and Finance Committee (or an appointed subcommittee of the same) will review the report in 
accordance with guidelines established by the Finance Committee and approved by the Council of Trustees. 
Following review, a report and any recommendations for remediation in a future budget year will be made to 
the Council of Trustees, the decision of the Council being then communicated to the appealing parish. 
Sec. 6 This Canon shall be effective for funding budget year 2018 and shall be reviewed at least every ten (10) 
years by a committee appointed by the Bishop.  


