
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 
October 23, 2021 

 
 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met in-person and via 
Zoom on October 23, 2021. Prior to the start of the meeting, the Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden 
Bascom, Bishop and Chair, offered a welcome to all the new members of council. The Bishop then 
called the meeting to order at 2:55 p.m. 
 

Members of the Council of Trustees present were: 
 Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 

Mr. Larry Hannan 
The Rev. Marc McDonald 
Mr. Mike Morrow 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 
 The Rev. Doreen Rice 

The Rev. Casey Rohleder 
The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 
Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 
 
Member of the Council of Trustees present via Zoom: 
Mr. Todd Allison 

 Deacon Jim Cummins 
The Rev. Greg Doll 
Ms. Elizabeth Fitz Gibbon 
Mr. Richard Wilson 
 
Members of the Council of Trustees absent: 

  
Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  
The Rev. John Bullock, Vice-Chancellor 
Mr. Frank Taylor, Chancellor 
 
Also present were: 

 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 
 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 
 Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
  
 Mr. Mike Morrow made a motion to accept the September 15, 2021 meeting minutes as 
amended, which was duly seconded by Fr. Andrew O’Connor and approved unanimously.  

 
Chancellor, Frank Taylor, turned the Council’s attention to the need for updates to the 

Bylaws of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc. Copies of the current 2016 revision and draft 
update were shared to be reviewed between meetings and updated at the November 10 meeting. 
The necessary updates are: 
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• Amending Section 5.4 Secretary; Clerk to reflect the Chancellor as corporate 
secretary and allowing the election of a secretary of the Council. 

• Adding Section 5.6 Canon to the Ordinary. 
o This section designates the Canon to the Ordinary as “an additional officer 

of the corporation.” The Chancellor believes that this addition was approved 
in the last several years but wasn’t added at that time to the official copy of 
the bylaws. 

 
Bp. Bascom called for the election of officers of the Council of Trustees to serve until the 

163rd Diocesan Convention. Officers were elected/appointed as follows:  

• President – Mr. Morrow nominated Mthr. Rohleder for President of the Council of 
Trustees. Mthr. Rohleder accepted the nomination. There being no other 
nominations, Bp. Bascom ruled that Mthr. Rohleder was elected by acclamation.  

• Secretary/Clerk – Mtr. Breese nominated Mtr. Rice as secretary/clerk of the Council 
of Trustees. There were no other nominations and Bp. Bascom ruled that Mthr. Rice 
was elected by acclamation. 

• Assistant Secretary –Bp. Bascom appointed Ms. Funston as Assistant Secretary. 

• Assistant Treasurer –Bp. Bascom appointed Mr. Currie as Assistant Treasurer. 
 

Ms. Funston, the newly designated assistant secretary assumed responsibility for the minutes 
of the meeting. 
 

Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Jay Currie provided the Treasurer’s Report. Highlights 
included: 

• Reported that there will likely be a draw on the endowment in November. 

• Expenses are in line for this time of the year and the diocese will likely break even 
for the end of the year. 

• Bethany House and Garden has almost $300,000 cash-in-hand. $74,000 pledged. 
$10,000 seed grant for the Maintenance and Ministry Fund. 

 
Business then turned to Mr. Currie and the revision of the Group Health Insurance for 

Retired Clergy and Lay Employees policy. The Episcopal Church announced this summer that the 
Church Pension Fund is making changes to the Group Health Insurance provided through the 
Medical Trust to retired clergy and lay employees. Canon Funston indicated that the changes will 
necessitate a policy revision and shared a draft update to the policy. Under the new CPF offerings, 
all retired clergy are covered or subsidized by the Pension Fund directly, there is no longer a need 
for the diocese to cover any or all of retired clergy group health insurance. Mr. Morrow moved the 
adoption of the updated policy, Group Health Insurance for Retired Lay Employees. The motion 
was duly seconded and passed unanimously. 

With the policy updated, the Council moved to the discussion of which of the two new plans 
to use in calculating subsidies for retired lay employees of the diocesan office. Mr. Currie shared a 
table which included information about the costs to the diocese of the former plans and each of the 
new plans. The changes to the group health insurance will save the diocese significantly. Fr. Andrew 
acknowledged that part of the reason for this subsidy is to give gratitude for long years of service to 
the diocese and, as both plans offer cost savings, moved that group health insurance subsidies 
pursuant to the new policy be calculated based on the Premium Plan. Mr. Morrow seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously.  
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 The bishop chose not to add remarks from what had been shared earlier in the day at the 
162nd Diocesan Convention. 
 
The meeting dates for the next year were announced and corrections made. 
 
Meeting Dates for 2021-22 (all Zoom unless in-person noted): 

  November 10, 2021 

 December 14-15, 2021 – Retreat in-person (Date corrected in meeting) 

 January 19, 2022  
 February 16, 2022 – In-person 
 March 23, 2022 – Moved for House of Bishops  
 April 20, 2022 
 May 11, 2022 – In-person, moved for College for Bishops 
 June 15, 2022 
 July 2022 – No Meeting 
 August 17, 2022 – In-person (In-person added in meeting) 
 September 21, 2022  
 October 21-22, 2022 – Diocesan Convention 
 
The Bishop adjourned the meeting around 4:00p.m. and provided a blessing to all assembled.  
 
         ________________________ 
         The Rev. Doreen Rice 
         Secretary/Clerk 


