
 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 
November 10, 2021 

 
 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met via Zoom on 
November 10, 2021. Prior to the start of the meeting, the Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, 
Bishop and Chair, invited all members to introduce themselves and share prayer requests. The 
Bishop offered prayers for all and the earth and sky. The Bishop then called the meeting to order at 
10:17 a.m. 
 

Members of the Council of Trustees present via Zoom: 
 
Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 
The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 
Mr. Todd Allison 
Deacon Jim Cummins 
The Rev. Greg Doll 
Ms. Elizabeth Fitz Gibbon 
Mr. Larry Hannan 
The Rev. Marc McDonald 
Mr. Mike Morrow 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 
 The Rev. Doreen Rice 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 
Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 
Mr. Richard Wilson  
 
Members of the Council of Trustees absent: 

  
Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  
The Rev. John Bullock, Vice-Chancellor 
Mr. Frank Taylor, Chancellor 
 
Also present were: 
The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner 

 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 
 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 
 Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
 Ms. Debbie Kremers, Missioner for Transitions 
 The Rev. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Campus & Digital Missioner 
 Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult & Communication Ministries 
 The Rev. Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy  
  
 The Bishop called on Mr. Mike Morrow to share some of the nuts and bolts of being a part 
of the Council of Trustees as a Standing Committee.  The Bishop invited members to make 
offerings of advice for new members on council. The Rev. Canon Patrick Funston offered some 
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advice from the Canon to the Ordinary for members of the Council of Trustees. Mr. Frank Taylor, 
Chancellor, presented information on the Bylaws of the Council of Trustees.  
 

Bishop Bascom presented the minutes of the meeting of October 23, 2021 and noted her 
additional appointment of Mr. Chad Senuta as another Assistant Secretary to take minutes. Mr. 
Morrow made a motion to accept the October 23, 2021 meeting minutes be approved as presented 
which was duly seconded by Mtr. Rice. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
Chancellor, Frank Taylor, returned the Council’s attention from last month’s meeting to the 

need for updates to the Bylaws of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc. Copies of the current 2016 
revision and draft update were shared and reviewed between meetings and updated at this meeting. 
The necessary updates are: 

• Amending Section 5.4 Secretary; Clerk to reflect the Chancellor as corporate 
secretary and allowing the election of a secretary of the Council. 

• Adding Section 5.6 Canon to the Ordinary. 
o This section designates the Canon to the Ordinary as “an additional officer 

of the corporation.” The Chancellor believes that this addition was approved 
in the last several years but wasn’t added at that time to the official copy of 
the bylaws. 

Mr. Morrow moved, Mtr. Breese seconded, that Section 5.4 be amended and Section 5.6 be 
added to the bylaws as proposed; the motion carried unanimously. Mr. Morrow reminded the 
council a written consent will be needed for any change to the Bylaws. The written consent would 
be emailed to members following the meeting. 

 
 Canon Funston gave the first part of the Finance Committee report about the next steps for 
the James N. Walsh bequest. The next step is for the council to adopt a resolution creating a named 
fund and setting parameters on use that are consonant with Mr. Walsh's will. The Canon directed 
the Council to possible resolution language that had been forwarded from the Finance Committee: 
In gratitude for the bequest of James N. Walsh, a member of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, the 
Council of Trustees establishes the James N. Walsh Fund (hereafter Fund) as an investment fund for 
the Diocese. Income derived from the investment of the Fund is unrestricted, its use at the 
discretion of the Council of Trustees for the Diocese’s best interests. Pursuant to the wishes of the 
donor, only the income from the fund may be used. 
After discussion, Mthr. Breese moved the adoption of the resolution without amendment. Mr. 
Wilson seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 Mr. Currie reported on a gift from the will of Mr. and Mrs. Braden. This was a life insurance 
policy of $60,000, no restrictions, to be used however the diocese sees fit. Mr. Larry Hannan, asked 
if it was not objected by the benefactors, to highlight these gifts to the diocese and encourage 
planned giving. Bishop asked if the Finance Committee has recommendations on how this can be 
used. Canon Patrick said there were no recommendations at this time but that it is the decision of 
the Council of Trustees how gifts of this kind are designated. Fr. O’Connor said he would like the 
Finance Committee to meet again as this gift was a surprise and the finance committee did not have 
the time to review and make recommendations. 
 

Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Jay Currie provided the Treasurer’s Report. Highlights 
included: 

• Community Life line item was lower because of the diocesan convention being a 
one-day event and held at the cathedral. 
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• Mission and Outreach is off because the December apportionment payment to the 
National Church was lost in the mail and had to be reissued in 2021. 

• Youth line expense is lower because of fewer campers and youth events. 

• Budget is in line where the diocese should be at this time of year. 
Mr. Morrow pointed out that there was a move of St. Andrew’s, Emporia to the Southwest 

Convocation and to have that reflected in the EDOK Financials 
 

 Ms. Debbie Kremers, Transitions Missioner, reported on transition ministry: 

• St. Paul’s, KCK (Priest for the Latinx Community) – made 2 offers but both 
candidates took other positions. The search committee is disappointed but not 
discouraged and is working on putting the profile out again to receive more 
candidates 

• St. Paul’s, Manhattan (Rector) – The new rector, the Rev. Margaret McGhee 
begins on Advent 1 

• St. Thomas, Holton (Parish) – The parish is discerning how to move forward 
after the death of the Rev. Art Rathbun earlier this year. The Rev. Jennifer Allen 
is assisting twice a month 

• Grace, Ottawa (Rector) – Ms. Kremers is working with the senior warden to put 
together discernment committee 

Ms. Kremers encouraged all clergy and lay leaders on Council to look at their letters of 
agreement to make sure they reflect their work accurately. Bishop thanked Ms. Kremers for her 
work and said Ms. Kremers would be joining the Council from time to time to update them.  
 The bishop then appointed Deacon Jim Cummins as a member of the Finance Committee.  
 
 Business then turned to the President’s report from the Rev. Casey Rohleder. President 
Rohleder announced her appointment of council member, Ms. Diana Waddell Gilbert, to the 
Executive Committee of the Council of Trustees following the retirement of former Council 
Member, Mr. Stephan Mann. 
 President Rohleder followed up on the discussion at the last diocesan convention how the 
Council of Trustees will be focusing on the structure of the diocese. This will be the main work of 
this council for this year. President Rohleder said more details of how this work will be carried out 
will be presented at the in-person council retreat in December.  
  
 President Rohleder presented three requests for consent to an episcopal election: 
Business then turned to the Diocese of Kansas to consent to Episcopal elections in other dioceses. 

o Fr. O’Connor moved, seconded by Mtr. Breese, that the Council of Trustees acting 
as the Standing Committee of the Diocese, consent to the election of the Rev. 
Elizabeth Bonforte Gardner as Diocesan Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Nevada. The motion carried unanimously. 

o Mtr. Breese moved, seconded by Fr. McDonald, that the Council of Trustees acting 
as the Standing Committee of the Diocese, consent to the election of the the Very 
Rev. Daniel P. Richards as Diocesan Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Upper 
South Carolina. The motion carried unanimously. 

o Fr. O’Connor moved, seconded by Mr. Allison, that the Council of Trustees acting 
as the Standing Committee of the Diocese, consent to the election of the Reverend 
Matthew D. Cowden as Bishop Coadjutor of the Episcopal Diocese of West 
Virginia. The motion carried unanimously. 

 
Fr. Andrew O’Connor, Chair of the Commission on Ministry, presented requests for 
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approval for ordinations: 

• President Rohleder moved, seconded by Mr. Wilson, that the Council of Trustees, 
acting as the standing committee of the Diocese, approve Deacon Dillon Green of 
St. Paul’s, Manhattan, for ordination to the priesthood. The motion carried 
unanimously. 

Deacon Schlabach left the meeting. 

• Fr. O’Connor moved, seconded by Deacon Cummins, that the Council of Trustees, 
acting as the standing committee of the Diocese, approve Deacon Karen Schlabach 
of St. Thomas the Apostle, Overland Park, for ordination to the priesthood. The 
motion carried unanimously. 

• Mtr. Breese moved, seconded by Mr. Wilson, that the Council of Trustees, acting as 
the standing committee of the Diocese, approve Deacon Shawn Sherraden of St. 
John’s, Abilene, for ordination to the priesthood. The motion carried unanimously. 

• Fr. O’Connor moved, seconded by Mr. Allison, that the Council of Trustees, acting 
as the standing committee of the Diocese, approve Deacon Ryan Willis of St. Peter’s, 
Pittsburgh, for ordination to the priesthood. The motion carried unanimously. 

Deacon Schlabach returned to the meeting. 
 
 The Council of Trustees after praying Noonday prayer broke for lunch. 
 

Canon Funston gave his report from his office as Canon to the Ordinary. Highlights 
included: 

• Describing his title and duties 

• Gathering of Clergy  
o 2021, happened! 
o 2022, September 23-25, 2022 

• 162nd Convention – follow up on amendments, resolutions, 2022 Mission Plan, 
Elections, Disciplinary Board and Minutes 

• 163rd Convention – October 21 & 22, 2022 at Grace Cathedral 

• Ordinations – Saturday, January 8, 10:30am 
 
 Bishop then gave her report beginning with the Bethany House and Garden schedule and 
funds report. Highlights also included: 

• Reminding council of the new structure of diocesan staff teams 

• Visitations since last council meeting: St. David’s, Topeka; Calvary, Yates Center; St. 
Margaret’s, Lawrence; St. Luke’s, Wamego; St. Timothy’s, Iola 

• St. Bartholomew’s, Wichita has decided to move back to South Wichita and share space with 
Southwest Presbyterian Church, 1511 W. 27th St. South.  

• Working with Debbie Kremers, Transitions Minister, on the transitions in these parishes: St. 
Thomas, Holton and Grace Church, Ottawa 

• Work outside the diocese: Alliances for Climate Action sponsored by FEMA & NASA, 
bishop was a featured speaker, World Resources Institute meeting with the bishop and a 
diocesan team as a consultant to help the diocese reach their goals, UN COP26: bishop a 
member of the Presiding Bishop’s Delegation to this Conference on Climate Change, shared 
a video from the conference from David Attenborough urging leaders to turn “tragedy into 
triumph” and remarked afterwards that this presentation (video) will be directing the vision 
of this diocese.  
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• Bishop gave some solutions the diocese can do: Nature-based solutions were a bigger focus 
this UN COP26 

▪ Sustainable agriculture, prairie and forest restoration 

▪ Fund the Bethany Ministry and Maintenance Fund 

▪ Creation care sites around the diocese 

▪ Tap Episcopalians who own land in Kansas 

▪ SustainIslandHome.org contest in the diocese 
 

Business turned to reports from staff and council members. Deacon Karen Schlabach, 
Youth, Campus & Digital Missioner reported on Camp 2021 and the budget for Camp 2022. She 
reminded the council of Camp Wood’s contract, which necessitates an increase in camp fees. Camp 
2022 registration fee will be $480. Mr. Hannan remarked on the youth program being a foundational 
program for bringing Christ to the world and strongly encouraged that the diocese continue to 
support this camp program. Several council members nodded in agreement. Mtr. Mary Schrom 
Breese asked if it was possible to use either of the recent estate gifts to the diocese as seed money 
for youth ministry fees. Deacon Schlabach spoke to how she knows from her own experience that 
fees are often the barrier for some youth to be able to come to camp and that being able to have a 
line item in the budget that would decrease fees for all campers would really help. Father O’Connor 
spoke as a parent of five youth saying how much he appreciates the scholarships. Mr. Senuta shared 
that being able to pull off camp in 2021 was a big deal, not all dioceses were willing to do it. Deacon 
Schlabach reported on other youth events and mentioned there will be an online directory that will 
be accessible with a password for members of the diocese.  
 
 The Reverend Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy Care, reminded 
council of the upcoming Advent Quiet Day on December 11. Canon Senuta also shared her 
excitement in her new position and learning what is possible coming out of her ministry. One of 
those being a list of Spiritual Directors for our clergy and lay leaders in the diocese.  
 Mr. Senuta, Director of Young Adult & Communication Ministries, is currently working on 
the next edition of The Harvest and invited members of council to submit stories from their parishes 
for the “Around the Diocese” section of this publication. 
 Bishop shared that the council will be using the SWOT analysis for the retreat next month. 
 
Bishop adjourned the meeting at 2:14pm. 
 
Upcoming Meeting Dates (all Zoom unless in-person noted): 

 December 14-15, 2021 – Retreat in-person (Date corrected in meeting) 

 January 19, 2022  
 February 16, 2022 – In-person 
 March 23, 2022 – Moved for House of Bishops  
 
 
         ________________________ 
         The Rev. Doreen Rice 
         Secretary/Clerk 


