
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 

September 15, 2021 

 

 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., via Zoom on 

September 15, 2021. Prior to the start of the meeting, the Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, 

Bishop and Chair, offered a collect and asked the group for any prayer requests. She also offered 

thanks to three Trustees whose terms were expiring – Mr. Mann, who served two three-year 

terms, Fr. Baker, and Mthr. Rohleder. The latter is running for re-election. The Bishop then 

called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 

 

Members of the Council of Trustees present by Zoom were: 

 

 Bishop Cathleen Chittenden Bascom 

 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

Mr. Todd Allison 

The Rev. Tom Baker 

 Deacon Jim Cummins 

The Rev. Greg Doll 

Mr. Larry Hannan 

 Mr. Stephan Mann 

Mr. Mike Morrow 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 

 The Rev. Doreen Rice, Clerk 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 

Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

Mr. Richard Wilson 

 

Member of the Council of Trustees absent: 

  

Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  

Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 

The Rev. John Bullock, Vice-Chancellor 

 

Also present were: 

 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 

The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner 

 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 

 Deacon Karen Schlabach, Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner 

 Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 

 Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and Communication Ministries 

The Rev. Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy Care 

The Rev. Dixie Junk 

 Deacon Fran Wheeler 
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 Mthr. Breese made a motion to accept the August 18, 2021 meeting minutes as amended, 

which was duly seconded by Mr. Wilson and approved unanimously.  

 

Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Jay Currie provided the Treasurer’s Report. 

Highlights included: 

• St. Paul’s/Kansas City, KS is the only parish that did not pay its full 2020 

apportionment. Congratulations were offered to the parish for being ahead in 

payments for 2021. Mthr. Dixie Junk, St. Paul’s Priest-in-Charge provided a parish 

update to the Council. She noted: 

o Mr. Currie has been of help with accounting procedures and the addition of an 

in-house accounting system 

o The parish has spent the last two years implementing re-structuring measures 

o The parish will continue to pursue grant support 

o Mr. Morrow moved that St. Paul’s be given seat, voice, and vote at the 2021 

convention and forgiveness of past due apportionment. The motion was duly 

seconded by Mthr. Rohleder and approved unanimously. 

 

Business then turned to Deacon Fran Wheeler and the Alleluia Grant Application Review 

and Renewal. She presented a written report from the Alleluia Grant task fork, outlining the six 

grant applications recommended for approval. She summarized the applications. Since one of the 

recommended projects (Bethany House and Garden’s “Grace in the Community”) did not come 

from an actual parish, Mr. Mann asked how the task force came to its funding recommendation. 

Deacon Wheeler explained the task force feels parishes and congregations should be allowed to 

apply for a grant if the potential project is for outreach. There was significant conversation 

regarding the broadening of potential applicants, for example Canterbury Houses and Nourish 

KC. The task force will meet in November 2021 to review grant application procedures. Fr. 

O’Connor moved to adopt five of the six recommendations, tabling the Bethany House and 

Garden application for further conversation. Mr. Wilson duly seconded the motion, which was 

approved unanimously. Mthr. Breese then moved the Bethany House and Garden task force 

recommendation be approved as a special one-time action and the Council affirms the action of 

the Alleluia Grant task force to review other diocesan ministries in future grant years. Mr. 

Hannan duly seconded the motion, which was approved unanimously. 

 

Mr. Geary provided the Finance Committee report. He asked the committee to refer to the 

Canon to the Ordinary’s memo of September 13, 2021 regarding the 2022 mission plan 

reproduction error. The Canon and Mr. Currie explained the causes of the error and the need for 

the Council to approve a revised 2022 mission plan and apportionment schedule. The error 

caused an increase of $2,464 in the budget and an increase in the apportionment effective rate 

from 17.18% to 17.21%. Mr. Wilson made a motion to accept the revised 2022 mission plan and 

apportionment schedule, which was duly seconded by Mr. Mann. The motion passed 

unanimously. Mr. Geary explained that the Finance Committee recommendation for the Skinner 

Fund to be used to fund Breakthrough ESS and Nourish KC for 2022. Funding for Bishop 

Seabury Academy will come from the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. Following 2021 convention, 

the Finance Committee will evaluate all diocesan funds to see if they are able to support diocesan 

ministries. Mr. Wilson made a motion that the Skinner Fund be used to fund Breakthrough ESS 

and Nourish KC for 2022 in amounts to be determined by the Finance Committee and reported to 

the Council of Trustees at a future meeting. Mr. Morrow duly seconded the motion, which 

passed unanimously. 
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Mr. Currie then provided the remaining portion of the Treasurer’s Report. Apportionment 

payments continue to be made as scheduled. There is some concern with a few parishes 

regarding ability to fulfill apportionment amounts. No endowment draw has been taken, but a 

draw has been initiated. Convention expenses will be lower in 2021 since the event will be one 

day only.  

 

New diocesan staff members Mr. Chad Senuta, Director of Young Adult and 

Communication Ministries and the Rev. Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy 

Care introduced themselves to the Trustees. Each explained their background with the Diocese of 

Kansas and the responsibilities of their positions. Mr. Senuta will oversee current young adult 

ministries and work to create new ministries. He will also focus on diocesan print 

communications and media relations. He will be the spokesperson for the Bishop if the need ever 

arises. Canon Senuta will provide care for diocesan clergy at all stages of their careers. She will 

provide spiritual formation activities and events to the clergy and people of the diocese. She is 

working to meet people across the diocese through visits to minsters. 

 

Canon Senuta led the group in Noonday Prayer. Recess for lunch followed. The meeting 

resumed at 12:55 p.m. 

 

 Discussion resumed with the Canon to the Ordinary’s Report. Fr. Funston led the group 

through a PowerPoint presentation of his responsibilities and related efforts, noting the 

following: 

• He will continue to provide COVID guidance to the diocese. 

• He will be secretary of the board for Wyandotte County Justice Matters. 

• He has been a supply priest at three parishes, especially due to the death of Fr. Art 

Rathbun. 

• He is involved with the planning of the gathering of clergy, convention, and January 

2022 ordinations.  

• The 2022 gathering of clergy will be Sept. 23 – 25 and 2022 Convention will be Oct. 

23. 

• He explained and presented changes to be approved around Convention 2021 being 

both in-person and via Zoom. Mr. Mann made a motion to approve the special rule of 

order, which was duly seconded by Mr. Wilson and approved unanimously. 

  

Bishop Bascom offered her report via PowerPoint report, per call area. She noted the 

positive response to the recent Tocher Lecture and Workshop presented by Eliza Griswold. Other 

information in the report included: 

• With the addition of new staff members and reconfiguration of roles, the diocesan staff 

will work together on teams. 

• She is working with parishes including St. Bartholomew’s and St. John’s in Wichita, 

St. Paul’s, Kansas City, and St. Paul’s, Manhattan. St. Bartholomew’s is exploring use 

of space at Southwest Presbyterian Church. Efforts for congregational healing continue 

at St. John’s. There are three candidates for the bi-lingual, multi-cultural clergy position 

at St. Paul’s, Kansas City and St. Paul’s, Manhattan has a made a call for its next rector. 

• She made parish visitations to St. Jude’s, Wellington; Grace Cathedral, Topeka; St. 

Mary’s, Galena; and St. Matthew’s, Newton. 



Minutes, Council of Trustees September 15, 2021 Page 4 

 

 

• She reminded the Council of the first-ever joint statement from the leaders of the 

Roman Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church, and the Anglican Communion 

regarding the urgency of environmental sustainability, its impact on poverty, and the 

importance of global cooperation. She noted the Diocese of Kansas is considered a 

valuable resource for environmental issues because of the state’s agricultural focus. 

• Fundraising for Bethany House and Garden stands at $197,918 received with $74,529 

pledged. A significant grant application was submitted to the William T. Kemper 

Foundation - Commerce Bank, Trustee. Response should be coming shortly.  

• The Bishop asked each member of the Council to make a personal gift of any size to 

the project.  

• She provided a written report of Episcopal actions and updates since August 18, 

2021. 

 

The meeting was turned over the President Rohleder. Mr. Morrow made a motion to 

consent to the election of the Rev. Betsey Monnot as Bishop Diocesan in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Iowa. Mr. Mann duly seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 

The last point in the Bishop’s report was news of a bequest, in which the Diocese of 

Kansas is a 35% beneficiary. The bequest is from Jim Walsh. Canon Funston explained the gift 

will likely not be fully realized until summer 2022. There are two restrictions – only interest may 

be used with funding areas to be determined by the Council of Trustees and a named fund is to 

be created. 

 

Reports were presented to the Council from Trustees and Staff on Mission and Ministry of 

the Diocese.  

• Bethany Place – Mthr. Allen provided an update on her work, including the following 

points: 

o She is working on a grant application to fund a Monarch environment. 

o Volunteer groups are being created to help with the physical work of the Garden 

and to function as advisors.  

o Herbs and produce harvested from the Garden have been donated to the West 

Side Baptist Church food pantry.  

o To promote community building, there will be a Fall Festival at Bethany Place 

in September to include food and entertainment.  

o Mthr. Allen serves on Topeka’s Midtown Community Services Board.  

o A manual for parish Green Teams is being created. 

o Grace Bags are distributed twice monthly.  

o Carl Edwards is the Garden’s clergy intern.  

o A pilgrim spent a week in the garden in meditation. 

• Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner – Deacon Schlabach noted significant campus 

ministry work underway. An updated youth calendar will be distributed. She may 

adjust when the Diolog is published. 

 

Final reports came from Working Groups. 

• Racial reconciliation: 

o Jim Beck’s report regarding the history and closure of Topeka’s St. Simon the 

Cyrenian Episcopal Church was shared with the Council. The church was a 

black parish and was in existence from 1884 to 1964, when it was closed by 

Bishop Turner in an attempt to integrate diocesan parishes.  
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o The report was presented to the Grace Cathedral congregation, as part of the 

Bishop’s charge for all parishes and the diocese to interrogate their racial 

histories. 

o Mr. Beck’s report concludes with the following three questions to be 

considered: 

▪ Why was St. Simon’s established? 

▪ How did it function? 

▪ Why was it closed? 

o There are a few artifacts remaining from St. Simon’s, which will be displayed at 

Bethany House. In addition, the parish will be honored at the outdoor chapel in 

the Garden. Former members from St. Simon’s are collaborating with the 

Bishop regarding the outdoor chapel. 

o Additional research will also be undertaken for black churches that were closed 

in Kansas City and Wichita.  

 

The Bishop adjourned the meeting at 2:25 p.m. and provided a blessing to all assembled.  

 

 

 

Meeting Dates for 2021:  

October 23, 2021 Diocesan Convention, Grace Cathedral and via Zoom. 

 

 

         ________________________ 

         The Rev. Doreen Rice 

         Secretary 


