
 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 

August 18, 2021 

 

 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met in-person and via 

Zoom on August 18, 2021.  Prior to the start of the meeting, the Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden 

Bascom, Bishop and Chair, offered A Prayer of Self-Dedication and asked the Trustees for any 

prayer concerns.  She then called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 

 

Members of the Council of Trustees present by Zoom were: 

 

 Bishop Bascom 

 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

Mr. Todd Allison 

The Rev. Tom Baker 

 The Rev. Greg Doll 

Mr. Larry Hannan 

 Mr. Stephan Mann 

Mr. Mike Morrow 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 

 The Rev. Doreen Rice, Clerk 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 

Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

Mr. Richard Wilson 

 

Member of the Council of Trustees absent: 

Deacon Jim Cummins 

  

Also present as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  

Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 

Mr. L. Franklin Taylor, Chancellor (via Zoom) 

The Rev. John Bullock, Vice-Chancellor 

 

Also present were: 

 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 

The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner 

 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 

 Mrs. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner 

 Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 

 

 Mr. Wilson made a motion to accept the June 16, 2021 meeting minutes as amended, 

which was duly seconded by Mthr. Breese and approved unanimously.   

 

Comptroller and Assistant Treasurer, Jay Currie provided the Treasurer’s Report.  

Highlights included: 
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• The Rev. Canon Lisa Senuta, Canon for Spiritual Life and Clergy Care, requested 

hosing allowance of 91.4%.  Mr. Morrow made a motion to approve the figure, which 

was duly seconded by Mr. Mann and approved unanimously. 

• Endowment returns have been strong; the endowment is likely at its highest point 

ever. 

• Income continues to be strong, and expenses kept in check. 

• To date, no endowment draw has been taken. 

• St. Paul’s/Kansas City, KS is the only parish that did not pay its full 2020 

apportionment.  Mthr. Dixie Junk, St. Paul’s Priest-in-Charge will attend the 

September 2021 Council of Trustees meeting to request forgiveness of 50% of the 

parish’s 2020 apportionment.  N. B.  The parish is up-to-date with 2021 

apportionment payments. 

• In round numbers, the Bethany House and Garden project has $185,000 in-hand with 

$75,000 pledged. 

• Bishop Bascom explained the inspiration behind a proposal to create the Bethany 

House & Garden Maintenance and Ministry Fund.  Through conversations with 

Bethany House and Garden donors and potential donors, the Bishop has seen a desire 

for financial support for on-going maintenance of, and ministry work within the 

house and garden.  For example, the Bishop envisions a year ‘round adult gardener 

supported by interns.  Annual maintenance costs are estimated to be $17,000.  

Suggested language to establish the above-referenced fund was distributed to the 

Trustees.  Mr. Hannan made a motion to approve the language, which was duly 

seconded by Mr. Wilson.  Fr. O’Connor suggested an addition to the document as a 

friendly amendment.  The proposal with addition was approved unanimously.  The 

language will be added to Bethany House and Garden informational materials.    

 

Mr. Geary provided the Finance Committee report.  He reviewed the proposed 

Apportionment Error Reporting and Appeal Process from the Finance Committee.  The process 

will be presented at Diocesan Convention 2021, with a vote to approve the requisite amendment 

to Canon IV.2.  Mr. Geary asked Council members for any feedback regarding the 2022 Mission 

Plan.  Mr. Morrow made a motion to approve the 2022 Mission Plan, which was duly seconded 

by Mthr.  Breese and approved unanimously.     

 

 Bishop Bascom explained the background around pensions for lay employees of 

Episcopal churches.  A defined contribution plan for lay employees who work 19.5 hours per 

week or more has been a requirement in the Episcopal Church since 2012.  The Trustees agreed 

this information needs to be disseminated to parishes and an information packet created for lay 

employees.   

 

 Discussion turned to the Canon to the Ordinary’s Report.  Fr. Funston noted the 

following: 

• He has completed his first year as Canon. 

• His activities within the diocese this summer included attendance at celebrations of 

new ministries, minster work, and pastoral support to clergy and families. 

• Current work includes planning for the annual gathering of clergy and convention and 

response to a copyright release request from the Diocese of Delaware for a document 

published by St. Mark’s Press. 
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• A draft convention booklet was shared with Trustees with discussion focusing on  

convention in light of continued COVID spread.  Fr. O’Connor made a motion that 

the 2021 Diocesan Convention be one day only, on Saturday, October 23 at Grace 

Cathedral with attendance via Zoom as an option.  Mthr. Rohleder seconded the 

motion.  It was approved unanimously. 

 

Fr. O’Connor then led the group in Noonday Prayer.  Recess for lunch followed.  The 

meeting resumed at 1:00 p.m. 

  

 The Bishop turned the meeting over to President Rohleder, who presented the consent for 

The Rev. Dr. Ketlen A. Solak as IX Bishop of Pittsburgh.  Fr. O’Connor made a motion to 

approve the consent, which was seconded by Mr. Morrow and approved unanimously.   

 

Reports from Trustees and Staff on Mission and Ministry of the Diocese were presented. 

• Mthr. Schlabach, Youth, Campus, and Digital Missioner updated Trustees on summer 

events and a change in staff at Canterbury House, University of Kansas.  The 2021-22 

Youth, Young Adult and Campus Ministry event calendar was distributed.  The 

Trustees expressed appreciation to Mthr. Schlabach for her leadership of camp earlier 

in the summer along with camp staff, and the care provided the children.  

 

Bishop Bascom offered her report, per call area, first explaining that Bishop Dean Wolfe 

will not be at Bethany Place Friday evening, October 22 for an event to unveil his portrait.  With 

regard to the Bethany House and Garden project: 

• There is a two-phased approach to construction, with phase one including the prairie 

and pollinator garden and phase two, the outdoor chapel.  The fundraising goal for 

phase one is $400,000, with $260,00 received in gifts and pledges.  A significant 

grant request is being prepared for the William T. Kemper Foundation - Commerce 

Bank, Trustee.  Foundation leadership is interested in project stone work and the 

outdoor chapel.  A number of donors are in the Kansa City-area; the Bishop is 

looking for additional donors from the Topeka area.  The Bishop also asked the 

Trustees to each consider a personal gift.  The Agreement with Kelly Construction 

has been finalized. 

COVID Guidance: 

• The Bishop asked for feedback from parishes regarding the latest virus mandates she 

has implemented, including a return to masks required for all worshipers. 

Transition Ministry Reports: 

• St. Paul’s, Manhattan is excited by the candidate interested in the rector position. 

• St. Paul’s, Kansas City, KS has a number of candidates for the multi-cultural, bi-

lingual priest position. 

• St. Paul’s, Clay Center has called Fr. Rex Matney as the parish’s next vicar. 

• St. Thomas’, Holton will work with the Bishop, after the death of Fr. Art Rathbun, 

who served the parish two times per month.  Canon Funston and Canon Wiley are 

providing short-term service coverage. 

• St. Bartholomew’s, Wichita feels a call to return to the parish’s original neighborhood 

and the congregation is looking for property. 

• St. John’s, Wichita is working to come out from under Canon IV.7, Of Restoring 

Congregational Health. 
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The Bishop distributed a printed report of her additional activities per call area and a report of 

Episcopal actions and updates.  She has met with living members of the former St. Simon the 

Cyrenian parish, sharing her commitment that the garden’s outdoor chapel will be dedicated to 

the parish.  Diocesan staff will attend pre-convention “road shows” to explain roles and 

responsibilities. 

 

The final reports presented to the Council came from the Working Groups.   

• Racial Reconciliation – Canon Funston announced classes will be offered on the history 

of St. Simon’s parish and reminded Trustees of the upcoming Kansas Interfaith Action 

Network critical race theory panel discussion. 

• Bethany Place – Mthr. Allen provided an update on grant applications, noting 

approximately $60,000 has been received in grant funding.  She has been re-engaging 

with project partners and is creating a “boots on the ground” volunteer team and a long-

term planning team.  Information will be provided at the gathering of clergy. 

• Minsters – The Bishop has met with some of the minister groups to date. 

 

The Bishop adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

Meeting Dates for 2021:  

September 15, 2021  

October 23, 2021 Diocesan Convention, Grace Cathedral and via Zoom. 

 

 

         ________________________ 

         The Rev. Doreen Rice 

         Secretary 


