
 

 

 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 
June 16, 2021 

 
 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met by ZOOM on June 
16, 2021.  Prior to the start of the meeting, the Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop and 
Chair, asked the Trustees for any prayer requests.  She then called the meeting to order at 10:05 
a.m. 
 

Members of the Council of Trustees present by ZOOM were: 
 
 Bishop Bascom 
 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

Mr. Todd Allison 
The Rev. Tom Baker 
Deacon Jim Cummins 

 The Rev. Greg Doll 
Mr. Larry Hannan 

 Mr. Stephan Mann 
Mr. Mike Morrow 

 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 
 The Rev. Doreen Rice, Clerk 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 
Ms. Marilyn Trubey 

 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 
Mr. Richard Wilson 
 
Member of the Council of Trustees absent: 

  
Also present by ZOOM as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  
Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 
Mr. L. Franklin Taylor, Chancellor 
 
Also present by ZOOM were: 

 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 
The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Diocesan Missioner 

 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 
 Ms. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Young Adult and Campus Missioner 
 Ms. Michael Funston, Executive Assistant to the Bishop 
 
 Mr. Wilson made a motion to accept the May 19, 2021 meeting minutes, which was duly 
seconded by Mr. Morrow, and approved unanimously.   

 
Comptroller Jay Currie provided the Assistant Treasurer’s Report.  Highlights included: 
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• As of May, it appears the year will be end on budget, with expenses kept under 
control. 

• To date, no endowment draw has been taken. 
• The Bethany House and Garden project has received $138,806 in gifts, with an 

additional $78,600 pledged. 
 

Mr. Geary provided the Finance Committee report and Mthr. Rohleder provided budget 
proposal feedback from the Northeast and Northwest Convocations.  Fr. O’Connor moved to 
accept the canonical adjustment to Canon IV.2 Sec. 5, the process for apportionment appeal, 
which was discussed at the May meeting.  The motion was duly seconded by Mthr. Rohleder and 
approved unanimously. She explained feedback to date on the 2022 Mission Plan has been 
positive and suggested that explanation of the new diocesan staffing model be included in the 
budget narrative. 
 
 Discussion turned to the Canon to the Ordinary’s Report.  Fr. Funston noted the 
following: 

• St. Paul’s/Kansas City, KS is interviewing priest candidates and planned to move 
forward with two or three of the individuals. 

• Placements for ordinands begin July 1, 2021 and Letters of Agreement were 
forwarded to placement organizations. 

• Select upcoming diocesan meetings will be a combination of in-person and on-line. 
• Work on updating/modernizing remarriage procedures. 

 
He also presented a draft 2021 Convention Schedule/Agenda.  The Convention will be in-person 
at Grace Cathedral, Topeka versus a hotel.  Council offered feedback and a few suggestions.  
With regard to diocesan clergy compensation, which was discussed at the May meeting, his 
research continues and a group will be created to develop a roll-out plan.  The Bishop noted that 
clergy compensation in the Diocese of Kansas is relatively low when compared to other 
dioceses. 
 

Fr. Funston then led the group in Noonday Prayer.  Recess for lunch followed.  The 
meeting resumed at 12:30 p.m. 
  
 The Bishop presented her report, per call area.  She has visited parishes in the Northeast, 
sharing the vision for Bethany House and Garden.  She has made minster visitations and led new 
ministry celebrations, with more scheduled.  The Diocese of Kansas is one of 10 dioceses 
selected to participate in a collaboration through the World Resources Institute, with focus on 
climate action and creation care.  Her work with St. Bartholomew’s and St. John’s in Wichita is 
an example of healthy conflict resolution. 
 
 She then reviewed the Bethany House and Garden phased master plan costs with the 
Council, noting the goal is to have each phase funded prior to the start of work.  Approximately, 
$200,000 is in hand or pledged.  The total estimated project cost is $554,000 on the high end and 
$320,000 on the low end.  Funding will also be required for on-going maintenance.  Kelly 
Construction has been recommended as the general contractor.  The firm’s fee is 7% of total 
project cost.  Mr. Morrow moved to have the project architect enter into formal negotiation with 
Kelly Construction to name the latter official general contractor.  The motion was duly seconded 
by Deacon Cummins and passed unanimously. 
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 The Bishop concluded her report with information about Episcopal actions and updates 
and news that the diocese will be recipient of a generous planned gift.  She reminded the Council 
of the September 1, 2021, Tocher Lecture at Grace Cathedral. 
 
 The next reports to come before the Council were those from Trustees and Staff on 
Mission and Ministry of the Diocese.   

• St. Stephen’s, Wichita requested approval for a commercial loan of $65,000 for capital 
improvements.  Mr. Hannan made a motion to approve the incumbrance on church 
property to secure the loan.  It was duly seconded by Mthr. Rice and passed unanimously.   

• The Bishop noted that a diocesan Architectural and Allied Arts Commission should be 
reconstituted.  In the meantime, the Council will act as the Commission as needed. 

• Summer Camp 2021 was successful, with deep connections made among campers and 
adults. 

 
The final piece of business was a plenary session regarding three on-going priority areas - 

minsters, racial justice, and Bethany House and Garden.  Council members provided updates on 
the work of various minsters.  Fr. Funston described information sent from the Justice and Racial 
Reconciliation task force to the diocese regarding the 100th Anniversary of the Tulsa Massacre 
and reminded the group about numerous upcoming Juneteenth events.  Mthr. Allen described 
summer garden meditations, distribution of summer grace bags to Bethany House and Garden 
neighbors, and the submission of three grant applications. 
 

There being no further business to come before the Council, the meeting adjourned at 
1:40 p.m.  Deacon Cummins provided a prayer and dismissal. 
 
 
Meeting Dates for 2021:  
July 2021 – No Meeting  
August 18, 2021  
September 15, 2021  
October 22-23, 2021 Diocesan Convention, Grace Cathedral 
         ________________________ 
         The Rev. Doreen Rice 
         Secretary 


