
 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF KANSAS, INC. 

 
March 17, 2021 

 
 The Council of Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, Inc., met by ZOOM on March 
17, 2021.  The Rt. Rev. Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop and Chair, convened the meeting at 
10:04 a.m. with prayer. 
 

Members of the Council of Trustees present by ZOOM were: 
 
 Bishop Bascom 
 The Rev. Casey Rohleder, President 

The Rev. Mary Schrom Breese 
Deacon Jim Cummins 
The Rev. Greg Doll 

 Mr. Larry Hannan 
 The Rev. Ashley Mather 
 Mr. Mike Morrow 
 The Rev. Andrew O’Connor 
 Mr. Stephan Mann 
 The Rev. Doreen Rice, Clerk 
 Ms. Marilyn Trubey 
 Ms. Diana Waddell-Gilbert 

Mr. Richard Wilson 
  

Members of the Counsel of Trustees absent were: 
 
Mr. Todd Allison 
The Rev. Doreen Rice, Clerk 

 
Also present by ZOOM as advisors to the Council of Trustees:  
Mr. Brian Geary, Treasurer 
Mr. L. Franklin Taylor, Chancellor 
The Rev. John Bullock, Vice Chancellor 

 
Also present by ZOOM were: 

 The Rev. Canon A. Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary 
 The Rev. Jennifer Allen, Bishop’s Curate for Mission 

Mrs. Jeanne Atha, Bishop’s Executive Administrator 
 Mr. C. Jay Currie, Comptroller 
 Mrs. Melodie Woerman, Director of Communication 
 Ms. Karen Schlabach, Youth, Young Adult and Campus Missioner 
 
 Bishop Bascom presented the minutes of the meeting of February 24, 2021.  Deacon 
Cummins moved, seconded by Mr. Mann to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion carried 
unanimously.     
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Mr. Currie provided the Treasurer’s Report.  He first noted that the Payroll Protection Plan 

loan to the Diocese has been forgiven since the last meeting.  The Diocese does not qualify for an 
additional loan under phase 2 of the program.  He then reviewed the Budgeted Financial Statement 
for February 2021: 

• Since January, many parishes have caught up on apportionment payments and 
receipts are much improved over last month. 

• Expenses are down compared to budget, except for some, such as insurance 
premiums and a computer contract, that are front-loaded. 

• The bottom-line shortage of $62,181.02 is attributable to the facts that (1) the 
budgeted draw has not been made on endowment income and (2) fees, particularly 
for camp, are not yet being received. 

There followed questions and some discussion about parishes with anticipated financial problems. 
 
Mr. Geary reported for the Finance Committee.  The Committee is working on language 

and process for an apportionment appeals process, to be presented at 162nd Diocesan Convention 
in October.  It is also looking into more formalized communication with parishes anticipating 
problems paying apportionment. 

 
Mr. Morrow reported on the March 6, 2021 Southwest Convocation Board meeting.  He 

noted that Grace parish, Winfield, has raised about $54,000.00 and anticipates requesting a 
commercial loan in the amount of $150,000.00 to renovate, expand and update the parish annex.  
Mr. Morrow moved to exempt payments to retire this debt (in an amount not to exceed 
$150,000.00) from normal operating income for purposes of computing apportionment pursuant 
to Diocesan Canon IV.2.3.  The motion was duly seconded and carried unanimously.  Mthr. 
Rohleder moved that the Council of Trustees, acting as standing committee of the Diocese, 
authorize the encumbrance of the parish’s real property pursuant to General Canon I.7.3 to secure 
the anticipated loan.  The motion was duly seconded and passed unanimously.  Mr. Wilson noted 
the requirement of Diocesan Canon III.8 for review of plans for the project by the Diocesan 
Commission on Church Architecture and Allied Arts. 

 
Canon Funston presented his report by PowerPoint.  With regard to deployment, he noted: 

• The Very Rev. Laurie Lewis will start as Rector at St. Stephen’s, Wichita, on April 
15. 

• St. Paul’s, Kansas City, is receiving applications for a clergy position for bi-lingual 
assisting clergy. 

• Letters are being sent to seminarians concerning General Ordination Examination 
results. 

• The Rev. Kathy Swain will begin her duties as vicar of Grace, Winfield and Trinity, 
Arkansas City, on April 1. 

Canon Funston also reported on several other matters: 
• Dillon Green will serve a curacy in the Southwest Convocation. 
• The weekly COVID report is encouraging with no counties in the Diocese in the 

red; the official report will be out after information is received today. 
• He attended meetings of Johnson County Justice Matters and the Task Force Chairs 

on March 10, 2021. 
• He is providing staff support to the Commission on Ministry for postulancy 

interviews on March 6 and April 17, 2021. 
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• He has reviewed the Racial Justice Audit of Episcopal Church Leadership. 
 

Bishop Bascom recessed the meeting to executive session without staff (other than Canon 
Funston) at 10:35 a.m.  The Council of Trustees reconvened after Executive Session at 11:45 a.m.  
Mr. Morrow moved, seconded by Mr. Wilson, to approve a budget increase of $5,000.00 to 
contract with an interim editor for two issues of The Harvest and some publications for the 162nd 
Convention.  After discussion, the motion carried unanimously. 

 
Bishop Bascom presented her report: 

• The Working Group on Racial Justice will discuss the House of Bishops report on 
the Racial Justice Audit of Episcopal Church Leadership and make its 
recommendations. 

• Discussion continues about the St. Simon’s outdoor chapel in the Bethany Gardens 
Plans, to make it a meaningful reflection of Diocesan heritage around racial history 
and justice. 

• She provided a brief update on activities in the Wichita Minster, including the 
placement of the Rev. Christine Gilson as vicar of St. John’s parish. 

• She noted that several issues involving seminarians were discussed in executive 
session. 

• A joint Chrism Mass will be conducted online from Grace and Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Kansas City, Missouri, for the Dioceses of Kansas and West Missouri 
and the Central States Synod of the ELCA. 

 
Mr. Morrow led the Council of Trustees in An Order of Service for Noonday beginning at 

11:55 a.m.  The Council of Trustees then recessed for lunch and returned at 12:32 p.m. 
 
Bishop Bascom presented a brochure intended to promote the Bethany House and Gardens 

Project.  She also presented a draft letter to be sent to selected prospective private donors and a 
cost spreadsheet for the project.   

 
Ms. Schlabach presented a PowerPoint report on several issues: 

• Update on summer camp.  She noted that the Diocese will require proof of 
vaccination or a negative COVID test for campers. 

• Youth ministry. 
• Campus ministry. 
• Diocesan communications including: 

o The Diocesan website. 
o The Diocesan Directory and Journal. 
o Diolog. 
o Registration for online communications. 
o Social media activities to support Bishop Bascom. 

 
The Council of Trustees recessed to Working Groups at 12:55 p.m. and returned at 1:25 

p.m. 
 
Canon Funston reported on discussion in the Working Group on Racial Justice on the 

Racial Justice Audit of Episcopal Church Leadership.  He noted that the report will be published 
by the national church on April 12, 2021.  There followed a brief discussion of the report. 
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Mthr. Allen commented on a proposed non-discrimination policy for the Diocese.  She then 

reported for the Bethany Gardens Working Group: 
• The Garden project is scheduled to begin in August 2021 and expected to be 

concluded in the spring of 2022. 
• She is working on additional grant funding for the Bethany Gardens Project. 
• Restrooms for persons with disabilities are not included in the current plans or 

budget for the Bethany Gardens Project. 
 

Mrs. Woerman reported that Bishop Bascom’s most recent book is one of nine finalists for 
an Indie Award. 

 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was adjourned with a 

dismissal by Deacon Cummins. 

        

             
      L. Franklin Taylor 
      Acting Clerk 


