
Keeping Christmas and Keeping Safe 
Ideas for Christmas Eve and Christmas season during the pandemic 

 
Worship on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day: 
 

1. Use audio and video recordings of students from Bishop Seabury Academy, who have 
contributed 18 recordings of Christmas carols to a diocesan Dropbox (thanks to the work of the 
Very Rev. Rob Baldwin): 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/llszfz138u6poa0/AADzLnF3nmB0LzGUmNYzTqI_a?dl=0 

2. Stage a live Zoom reading of your Christmas pageant or another beloved Christmas poem, play 
or meditation. A couple of fun options from the Rev. Casey Rohleder: 

a. “O Zoom All Ye Faithful” (https://getlitworship.files.wordpress.com/2020/11/o-zoom-
all-ye-faithful-1.pdf) 

b. “VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT” by Kirk Woodward and Martha Day 
(https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OnNzAMtQeJ1p55C6lBkzMfcRNSH3H6B8zeGuL
0ACzb0/edit?usp=sharing)  

3. Parking lot worship. Consider the purchase of an FM transmitter (consult with the Rev. Gar 
Demo, canon for congregational mission, with questions about the technology: 
gdemo@stthomasop.org; other parishes with experience in parking lot worship: Grace 
Cathedral, Topeka, St. Margaret’s, Lawrence, St. James’, Wichita, St. Luke’s, Shawnee) 

4. Outdoor worship: Consider gathering around a bonfire; sing carols while masked and distanced;  
etc. 

5. Organize a collective separate-but-together hymn-sing (i.e., “Everyone stand on your home’s 
back porch at 10 p.m. and sing ‘Silent Night’”) 

6. Broadcast Christmas music into the street outside the church (obey any local sound ordinances). 
Thanks to the Rev. Doreen Rice for this idea. 

7. Encourage people to sign up for the National Cathedral’s suite of Christmas offerings 
(https://cathedral.org/christmas/)  

8. Remind the congregation about a Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College Chapel, 
Cambridge. The service will be broadcast on most area NPR radio stations at 9 a.m. Central time. 
(https://www.kings.cam.ac.uk/chapel/a-festival-of-nine-lessons-and-carols)  
 

 
Ideas for the 12 days of Christmas season:  
 

1. Support families at home. Create a “Christmas Calendar,” like an Advent calendar, but for the 12 
days of Christmas. Or send the “A Daily Guide to 12 Days of Christmas Joy” from the Baptized for 
Life, a ministry of Virginia Theological Seminary. https://buildfaith.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/11/BFL.A-Daily-Guide-to-12-Days-of-Christmas-Joy.2020.LowRes.pdf 

2. Give yourself a break by using the diocese’s “Old Saints for New Days” sermons: 
Every Monday at 12:10 p.m., clergy members of the diocesan staff offer a service from 

Grace Cathedral’s St. Mary’s Chapel, which is livestreamed to YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/c/episcopaldioceseofkansas). The service celebrates one of the 
people commemorated in Lesser Feasts and Fasts in the coming week. 

On Dec. 21, that will be St. John the Evangelist, with Canon to the Ordinary the Rev. 
Patrick Funston preaching. The Sunday after Christmas marks the Feast of St. John. 



The sermon from these services, both as a video and a written manuscripts in Word, 
is available for churches to use in worship the following Sunday. Those can be 
downloaded from a diocesan Dropbox 
at https://www.dropbox.com/home/Diocese%20of%20Kansas's%20shared%20workspa
ce/Sermons-Old%20Saints%20for%20New%20Days. 

Bishop Bascom previously has given permission for these sermons to be used in 
parish worship, once a month, along with the accompanying lessons. Video and written 
sermons form other weeks also are available for download at the same link. 

3. Carols, Cocoa & PJs on Zoom; especially for kids. Gather your young people together to listen to 
music and chat. (Thanks to the Very Rev. Vicki Smith for this idea) 

4. Twelve Days of a Daily Office on Social Media. Perhaps the 12 days of Christmas would be a 
good opportunity for a lay leader to lead one of the Daily Offices (Morning/Noonday/Evening 
Prayer or Compline) on a parish social media account. Experiment during the Christmas Season 
and see if it’s something that could continue after. 


