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March 26, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Plans announced for diocesan Easter Vigil
Bishop Cathleen Bascom, working with the Council of Deans and others, has announced that people across all parishes will be able to participate in a diocesanwide Easter Vigil service. The service itself will be an adapted form of the Great Vigil of Easter in the Prayer Book. 
There will be two parts to this observance:
1. A video of the service will be posted online featuring people from across the diocese reading different parts, from their own locations. A link to the video will be on the diocesan website, www.episcopal-ks.org. 
2. A printed copy of the worship booklet for the service is being printed and will be mailed to every member of the diocese for whom the diocesan office has a mailing address. It also will be available online as a PDF, on the diocesan website.
The goal is for people across the diocese to gather in their homes at 7:30 p.m. on Easter Eve, April 11, using the worship booklet and the online video (if they have Internet access to view it). It also can be used anytime between twilight on April through Easter Day, April 12.
People are asked to have available a light to represent the Paschal Candle – a candle of any kind, or even the flashlight on a cell phone.
Promotional information that churches can share with members will be available in a few days and will sent by email to all clergy in charge of congregations, and to senior wardens in parishes without a priest .

Resources relating to the coronavirus pandemic are on the diocesan website
Three pages on the diocesan website have been created to help Kansas Episcopalians keep abreast of developments resulting from the pandemic. Links to all three are on the front page of the diocesan website, www.episcopal-ks.org. 
The pages are:
1. A list of the statements issued by Bishop Bascom
2. A list of resources, including from health-related and church-related sites, as suggestions for staying connected pastorally when members can’t gather face-to-face.
3. A list of churches providing online worship, with links to where this is happening. (Note: If your church is offering online worship and you are not listed, please send information about the kind of service, the days and times offered, and where online it is taking place, to Melodie Woerman, mwoerman@episcopal-ks.org. 

Churches can request a two-month waiver from clergy pension assessment
The Church Pension Fund has issued a statement that they are working to find ways to ease the “financial — and emotional — distress that many church employers, clergy and lay employees are experiencing.”
One way is to help is to “waive the obligation that some parishes owe to CPF for clergy pension plan assessments for a period of up to two months.”
This requires a waiver approval from the diocesan bishop, and Bishop Bascom has said she will grant this.
Churches that want to apply for this waiver, or that want more information, should contact Jay Currie, the diocesan comptroller, at jcurrie@episcopal-ks.org  

Are you using Zoom for worship or other places you’ve shared the link publicly?
If so, you should change the account settings regarding sharing of participant screens, so that can happen only by invitation from the meeting host.
The New York Times this week reported on people who log into public meetings and then share their screen to broadcast pornography or other objectionable material to everyone.
Changing your account setting will prevent this.

Wondering how to record online worship attendance numbers?
This comes from the Rev. Michael Barlowe, executive officer of the General Convention:
 “Senior church leadership is aware that there may be some anxiety about how to document attendance at … digital worship services, but our message is ‘Do not worry about this.’ 
“Most congregations and dioceses will record the number and kind of worship (Morning Prayer, streamed Eucharist, etc.); and list the virtual attendance separately as ‘virtual attendance’ or a similar designation, using whatever counting their digital media allows. 
“That’s all that needs to be done right now. By the time we issue instructions for 2020’s parochial and diocesan reporting, we will have more experience with this, and will have had time to consider, consult and offer more specific guidance.
“The very fact that worship has continued under these unique circumstances – and not the numbers themselves – will be the real story of 2020.”

Special notes about 2019 parochial reports
1. Because parish and diocesan energies currently are focused on the immediate needs of the local community, the parochial report filing site http://reports.dfms.org will remain live beyond the usual May 1 deadline.
2. Churches are reminded that filing of the parochial report remains crucial, especially as the diocese begins the budget process for 2021. Financial data from the report is a key aspect for budgeting.
3. Even if your church has filed the parochial report, please be aware that many still need to submit to the diocese – separately from the online report – these items (available online at http://www.episcopal-ks.org/resources/forms.php:
a) the list of delegates and alternates to Diocesan Convention
b) updates to the diocesan Directory and Journal
c) the clergy continuing education report and 
d) the supplement to the parochial report
Anyone with questions about the parochial report itself should contact Jay Currie at jcurrie@episcopal-ks.org.
Questions about the additional reports should be directed to Michele Moss, mmoss@episcopal-ks.org. 

Youth and college students to gather online
Diocesan youth group online. Sundays, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
All youth across the diocese are invited to join via Zoom. We will play a joint game, split into Middle School and High School groups for sharing and discussion, and then have joint prayer. Join the Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/560802994 
Canterbury online
There will not be any in-person campus ministry gatherings for the remainder of the spring semester. All college students and young adults are welcome to attend the online weekly programs via Zoom, whether you attend KU, K-State, another college, or no college.  
K-State, Mondays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/416792977
Lawrence, Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/761801806
If you live in Lawrence or Manhattan and need a free meal, contact Will (internku@episcopal-ks.org) or Anastasia (internksu@episcopal-ks.org) and they will bring you food. Food deliveries are still allowed under the stay-at-home order. 

Middle School retreat is canceled
Due to the bishop’s request that all worship and in-person meetings be canceled through May 17, the Middle School retreat scheduled for May 1-3 has been canceled. We hope to offer it again next spring.

Episcopal Summer Mega Camp scholarship application deadline extended to April 7
There is much that is still uncertain regarding summer youth events and the coronavirus pandemic. We are currently proceeding as normal and planning to have camp. The scholarship application deadline has been extended from April 1 to April 7, and the $50 non-refundable deposit has been removed. 
You may register now to reserve your space and pay later once we know for sure that camp will happen. 
· Learn more about camp in the new Episcopal Camp Parent Handbook (PDF): https://edokyouth.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/episcopalparenthandbook.pdf
· Register online: https://tinyurl.com/EDOKCamp20  
New this year:
1. Jones Lodge will be completely renovated
2. There will be a new amphitheater in front of Ritchie Lodge
3. All cabins and yurts will be air conditioned
4. Payment plans – see the Youth website for instructions: https://edokyouth.wordpress.com/camp/
· When: Sunday, May 31, 2:30 p.m. to Saturday, June 6, 11 a.m.
· Where: Camp Wood YMCA, Elmdale, Kansas
· Who: Students in grades 3-12 for the 2019-20 school year (you must have finished third grade to attend). Camp is not restricted to Episcopalians or regular churchgoers. All are welcome, so feel free to invite friends and family.
· Cost: $465 through April 7. 
· New this year ... payment plans! You can divide your camp registration fee into equal payments each month until camp begins. 
· Those needing scholarships should register for camp by April 7. The diocese has 20 scholarships of $150 available for those with extreme financial need. You can apply for scholarships on the registration form. Information about your household income will be required. Scholarships are awarded by a committee. Your parish should also be able to provide some scholarship money.

2020-2021 campus peer ministry application now is available
 If you are passionate about deepening your own faith and taking a leadership role in cultivating the faith of students on campus, you are invited to consider becoming a peer minister in the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas.
Applications for Fall 2020 now are open and are due by July 15. Apply online at https://edok.formstack.com/forms/peerminapp 

Special Needs Training to be offered for Sunday School teachers and youth group leaders
· Saturday, April 25, 1:30—4:30 p.m., at Camp Wood YMCA, near Elmdale
· Free to all members of the diocese
· Led by Kat Witt, resource specialist at Camp Wood YMCA
This training will focus on how to be more intentionally inclusive in your ministry areas and how to manage some undesirable behaviors that you might be seeing from some of your participants.  
Participants will explore physical, social and functional inclusion, and looking for simple ways to adapt programs and remove barriers for individuals to participate more fully.  
The behavior management training will highlight both “in the moment” strategies of de-escalation, as well as relational strategies to help with undesirable behaviors. 
The tools from this training will help teachers and leaders better serve all their children and youth – both those with and those without special needs. 
Interactive activities, lecture, resource toolbox and role play practice of strategies will all be a part of this training. 
Sign-up online at https://tinyurl.com/EDOKSNW20 

Minutes of Council of Trustees meeting now are online
Minutes of the Jan. 22 and Feb. 18 meetings of the Council of Trustees have been approved and now are posted on the diocesan website: http://www.episcopal-ks.org/news/Council-of-Trustees-minutes.php.

Clergy news
The Rev. R. James Mitchell died on March 13 in Wichita. Additional information will be provided when it is available. May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace and rise in glory.

Official notice has been received of the transfer of Letters Dimissory for these priests to other dioceses:
· The Rev. Foster Mays, to the Diocese of Ohio, effective March 12
· The Rev. Lavonne Seifert, to the Diocese of Western Massachusetts, effective March 12

Anniversaries of ordinations
Congratulations go to these people as they celebrate the anniversaries of their ordination in the next two weeks:
April 1: The Rev. Joe Alford, St. Martin’s, Edwardsville (41 years)
April 5: The Rev. Jerry Adinolfi, retired (23 years)
April 7: The Rev. Christine Gilson, retired (17 years)

Stay in touch with the diocese on social media
You can find news, features and updates from the diocese on social media. We’re on Facebook – EpiscopalDioceseofKansas (https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalDioceseofKansas), Twitter – @EpiscoKs and Instagram – @EpiscoKs.
You can find diocesan youth and campus ministries on Instagram, too: 
· Youth: @edokyouth
· Canterbury House of Lawrence: @canterburylfk
· Canterbury at K-State: @canterburyatkstate

Next DioLog
The next edition of DioLog will be sent to subscribers on Thursday, April 9. Information to be included should be sent to Melodie Woerman, diocesan director of communications, at mwoerman@episcopal-ks.org no later than Tuesday, April 7.
Parishes are free to excerpt anything printed in DioLog; attribution that material is reprinted from DioLog is appreciated. Feel free to copy this and make it available to parishioners in whatever way is most useful.
If you do not wish to receive this publication, you may unsubscribe from DioLog by sending an email to mwoerman@episcopal-ks.org. 
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