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Throughout this service, the parts to be said by the People are marked in bold italics.

Directions on standing or sitting, and for refraining from singing,  
are for people participating in their minster gathering. 
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Prelude: “Allegretto” from Sonata IV Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Dr. Sylvia Hamilton, organist

All stand as they are able for the procession and meditate on the words of the hymn, without singing.

Hymn 376 – “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”
Sung by the Grace Cathedral Virtual Hymn Choir

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
 
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, blooming meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee.
 
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest,
well-spring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother: all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Bishop Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are   
 hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may   
 perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
People Amen.

To be said three times
Bishop Holy God,
 Holy and Mighty,
 Holy Immortal One,
People Have mercy upon us.

Bishop The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Bishop Let us pray.
 Grant, O God, that, following the example of your servant James the Just, brother of our 
 Lord, your Church may give itself continually to prayer and to the reconciliation of all who 
 are at variance and enmity; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
 the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People Amen.
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The Ministry of the Word

Lector  A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
All the apostles and elders kept silence, and listened to Barnabas and Paul as they told of all the signs 
and wonders that God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they finished speaking, James 
replied, “My brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first looked favorably on the Gentiles, to 
take from among them a people for his name. This agrees with the words of the prophets, as it is written, 
‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; from its ruins I will 
rebuild it, and I will set it up, so that all other peoples may seek the Lord — even all the Gentiles over 
whom my name has been called. Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things known from long 
ago.’ Therefore I have reached the decision that we should not trouble those Gentiles who are turning to 
God, but we should write to them to abstain only from things polluted by idols and from fornication and 
from whatever has been strangled and from blood. For in every city, for generations past, Moses has had 
those who proclaim him, for he has been read aloud every sabbath in the synagogues.” Then the apostles 
and the elders, with the consent of the whole church, decided to choose men from among their members 
and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.                        (Acts 15:12-22a)

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1 — to be said in unison

1    Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

2    Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.

3    They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that  
      do not wither; *

everything they do shall prosper.

4    It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.

5    Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.

6    For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.
 

Lector  A reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, which you in turn 
received, in which also you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the  
message that I proclaimed to you — unless you have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as  
of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the  
scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the  
scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five  
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 
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For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 
But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, 
I worked harder than any of them — though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether 
then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.                (1 Corinthians 15:1-11)

Lector  The Word of the Lord.
People  Thanks be to God.

During the hymn, all stand and meditate on the words below, without singing.

Voices Found Hymn 60  – “Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”
Dylan Ediger, soloist; Erin Wood, harpist

Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, she who danced when earth was new.
Follow closely what she teaches, for her words are right and true.
Wisdom clears the path of justice, showing us what love must do.
  
Listen to the voice of Wisdom, crying in the marketplace.
Hear the Word made flesh among us, full of glory, truth, and grace.
When the word takes root and ripens, peace and righteousness embrace.
  
Sister Wisdom, come, assist us; nurture all who seek rebirth.
Spirit-guide and close companion,  bring to light our sacred worth.
Free us to become your people,  holy friends of God and earth.

Deacon  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People   Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; 
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like 
a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had 
and bought it. “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish 
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw 
out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the 
righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe 
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 
treasure what is new and what is old.” When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place. He came 
to his hometown and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, 
“Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his 
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all 
his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?” And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to 
them, “Prophets are not without honor except in their own country and in their own house.” And he did 
not do many deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.          (Matthew 13:44-58)

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord.
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The People are seated.

The Sermon  The Right Reverend Cathleen Chittenden Bascom, Bishop
The Reverend Patrick Funston, Canon to the Ordinary

The Reverend Jennifer Allen, Bishop’s Curate for Mission

The Prayers of the People

Friends in Christ: God commands us through Jesus Christ to love one another. In baptism, we promise to 
“seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves” and “to strive for justice and peace, 
and respect the dignity of every human being.” Let us now honor our baptismal identity, as we pray for our 
diocese and its mission.

For God’s people throughout the world; for our Presiding Bishop Michael; for our Bishop Cathleen; for this 
gathering, and for all ministers and people. 

God of grace and glory,
Hear our prayer.

For the priests of our diocese, that they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
God of grace and glory,

Hear our prayer.

For the deacons of our diocese, as they lead us to care for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed and 
those in prison. 

God of grace and glory,
Hear our prayer.

For all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God, and for our parishes being transformed into beloved 
communities in the likeness of your Risen Son. 

God of grace and glory,
Hear our prayer.

For the many who have suffered during the global coronavirus pandemic. For nurses, doctors, scientists 
and essential workers of all kinds, and for those who have lost people they love. Be present to all of us as we 
experience isolation and unexpected challenges.

God of grace and glory,
Hear our prayer.

For all those who have died, especially those who have died in the past year who have been members of this 
convention or connected to this diocese: 
Gail Anderson, the Rev. Virginia Brown, Normagene Collins, the Rev. John Goddard, the Rev. Tom Gray, 
Deacon Suzanne Layne, the Rev. Jeff Liddy, Bishop Robert Shahan, Bud Sifers, the Rev. George Spratt

God of grace and glory,
Hear our prayer.

Let us also honor our baptismal covenant as we pray for our nation in this election season. 
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For wise and just leaders, and for the needs of others throughout our country and the world. We pray 
for continued blessings on all peacemakers, on leaders who value peace, and on everyone who promotes 
nonviolent solutions to conflict. We pray for a speedy end to all violence and warfare around the world.

God of peace and gentleness,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for the strength of heart and mind to look beyond ourselves and address the needs of our brothers 
and sisters throughout the world; for the rural and urban poor; for the rebuilding of our communities; and 
for an end to the cycles of violence that threaten our future.

God of generosity and compassion,
Hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, that they may live in unity, peace, and concord; and that all people may know justice 
and enjoy the perfect freedom that only God can give.

God of liberty and freedom,
Hear our prayer.

We pray that the Holy Spirit may embrace the most vulnerable members of our society; we pray also for an 
end to the growing disparity between the rich and poor; and for the grace and courage to strive for economic 
justice.

God of all gifts and blessings, 
Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to prejudice throughout our country and the world; that we will respect all people as 
precious children of God; and that racism, sexism and all other forms of discrimination will be forever 
banished from our hearts, our society and our laws.
God of fellowship and equality, 

Hear our prayer.

We pray for a reverence of creation; that we will have the tools and the will to conserve it; that we will use 
its bountiful resources in the service of others; and that we will become better stewards of all that has been 
entrusted to us.

God of nature and the universe, 
Hear our prayer.

The Bishop adds 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear what we ask in the name of your Son. Watch over our both 
Your Church and our country now and guide our leaders in all knowledge and truth to make your ways 
known among all people. In the passion of debate give us a quiet spirit; in the complexities of the issues 
give us courageous hearts.  Accept and fulfill our petitions, we pray, not as we ask in our ignorance, nor 
as we deserve in our sinfulness, but as you know and love us in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People  Amen.
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Bishop Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Bishop  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
People Amen.

The Peace
The Bishop says

Bishop The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The People share the Peace with one another from a physical distance.

The Offertory

An offering from those attending in minster gatherings or at home will be designated for Episcopal Relief &  
Development to aid dioceses most affected by recent wildfires. Online donations may be made at  
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/program/us-disaster-program/

During the hymn, all are seated and meditate on the words below, without singing.
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Voices Found Hymn 53 – “Spirit of God, Unseen as the Wind”
Zachary Cope, soloist; Erin Wood, harpist

Refrain: 
Spirit of God, unseen as the wind, gentle as is the dove:
teach us the truth and help us believe, show us the Savior’s love!

You spoke to us long, long ago, gave us the written word;
we read it still, needing its truth, through it God’s voice is heard.

Refrain

Without your help we fail our Lord, we cannot live his way;
we need your power, we need your strength, following Christ each day.

Refrain

     The Great Thanksgiving

The People stand

Bishop The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Bishop Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Bishop
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. Because you are greatly glorified in the assembly of your saints. All your 
creatures praise you, and your faithful servants bless you, confessing before the rulers of this world the great 
Name of your only Son.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Bishop and People
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

 Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.
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The Bishop continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be 
the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand 
before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 
into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this 
for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Bishop and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Bishop continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 
Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 
acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 
where, with James and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our 
salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. 

People AMEN.
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Bishop  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

The Bishop says
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 

him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

A prayer for Spiritual Communion — to be said in unison

In union, O Lord, with the faithful at every altar of your Church where the Holy Eucharist is 
celebrated, we desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. We present to you our souls and bodies 
with the earnest wish that we may always be united to you, and since we cannot now receive you 
sacramentally, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you, and 
embrace you with all the love of our souls. Let nothing ever separate you from us. May we live in you, 
and may you live in us, both in this life and in the life to come. Amen.

During the hymn, all meditate on the words below, without singing.

Hymn 654 – “Day by Day”
Sung by the Cathedral Choral Scholars

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly, day by day.



Bishop  Let us pray.
People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your   
 Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
 his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and   
 courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our   
 Lord. Amen.

The Bishop then blesses the People.
People Amen.

During the hymn, the People remain standing and meditate on the words below, without singing.

Hymn 410 – “Praise My Soul the King of Heaven”
Sung by the Grace Cathedral Virtual Hymn Choir

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; to his feet thy tribute bring.
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, evermore his praises sing.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.

Praise him for his grace and favor to his people in distress.
Praise him, still the same as ever, slow to chide, and swift to bless.
Alleluia, alleluia! Glorious in his faithfulness.

Fatherlike he tends and spares us; well our feeble frame he knows.
In his hand he gently bears us, rescues us from all our foes.
Alleluia, alleluia! Widely yet his mercy flows.

Angels, help us to adore him; ye behold him face to face.
Sun and moon, bow down before him, dwellers all in time and space.
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.

Deacon  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
People  Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: “Prelude and Fugue in A Minor” J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
Steve Burk, organist

 • 10 •



Music used in this service

Words from The Hymnal 1982 and Voices Found are under the copyright of the Church  
Pension Fund. All rights reserved. 

Words are reprinted through RiteSong, with a one-time use reprint license for diocesan use.  
© 2018 Church Publishing Incorporated. www.riteseries.org/song

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service is obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # 723458-A.  
All rights reserved.
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Virtual Hymn Choir Video Editor: Dylan Ediger
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